WALT  ON-LE- DALE 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


HEALTH 


for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1954 


•'  < 


nm 


A.  . 


■    .     ^ 


WALTON~LE -DALE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


1 954/55 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  &  GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE 

Chairman 

Councillor  W.  Morgan 
Vice-Chairman 

Councillor  Mrs,  B,  Williams 

Memhe  rs 

Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 


J.C.  Airey 

W.P.  Dickinson,  J.P. 

Mrs.  M.H.  Greenwood,  J.P. 
T.  Hewlett. 

Mrs.  E.E.  Hewlett. 

W.  McLaughlin. 

J.  Miller. 

J.E.  Mort. 

Mrs.  M.P.M.  Parker,  J.P. 
R.  Prescott, 

A.  Sharpies. 

F.S.  Simpson, 

J.  Spencer 


ERATTA 


Page  *1  3rd  Line  3rd  paragraph  Atmosphere  should  read  Atmospheric. 

Page  5  2nd  paragraph  Worshops  should  read  Workshops. 

Page  22  Last  paragraph  under  the  heading  "Water  Supply"  for  three 

of  these  were  private  supplies  read  Three  of  these  were  from 
private  supplies. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

BAMBER  BRIDGE. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  tor  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1954. 

Once  again  an  effort  has  been  made  to  produce  it  at  an  earlier  date  than  in  previous  years 
but  the  late  arrival  of  statistics  from  the  Registrar  General’ s  Department  has  in  past  years  prevented 
the  fulfilment  of  the  good  intentions  and  although  every  endeavour  is  made  to  obtain  and  keep 
complete  statistics  in  the  Health  Department  this  is  difficult  with  the  transfer  in  and  out  of  deaths 
and  other  figures.  The  local  figures  are  always  checked  against  the  Registrar  General’s  statistics 
and  thus  some  degree  of  accuracy  can  be  attained. 

The  assessment  of  the  state  of  health  of  any  district  depends  not  alone  upon  the  number  of 
births,  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  number  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  but  rather  upon 
the  amount  of  sickness  suffered  by  the  inhabitants  in  any  year.  Nor  can  those  factors — food,  water, 
housing,  sewage  disposal,  atmosphere  pollution  and  weather  conditions,  which  are  such  potent  in¬ 
fluences  in  encouraging  or  discouraging  health  and  happiness,  be  neglected  in  arriving  at  an  assess¬ 
ment.  The  amount  of  sickness,  or  more  properly  the  morbidity  figure,  is  one  particularly  difficult 
to  obtain  because  the  details  upon  which  to  base  it  are  not  available' — though  there  would  appear 
to  be  some  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Health  to  supply  such  details  in  the  future,  in 
this  district  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Insurance  has  supplied,  as  in  past  years,  figures  which 
do  help  to  fill  this  gap,  but  they  only  relate  to  certain  illnesses  in  the  insured  population.  The 
uninsured — children,  pensioners  and  the  self-employed — are  not  included,  and  thus  the  information 
is  incomplete  for  the  population  as  a  whole,  but  the  amount  of  illness  and  the  time  taken  for  re¬ 
covery  even  in  one  section  of  the  population,  and  that  the  most  active,  give  quite  valuable  in¬ 
formation. 

The  vital  statistics,  therefore,  used  in  this  report  come  from  all  the  sources  already  men¬ 
tioned,  and  the  County  Public  Health  Department  additionally  supplies  figures  dealing  particu¬ 
larly  with  increases  or  decreases  upon  the  statistics  of  former  years  or  periods. 

The  body  of  the  report  naturally  is  devoted  to  the  details  of  work  of  the  Department  during 
the  period  under  review.  It  contains  an  account  of  the  work,  so  far  as  mere  figures  can  cover 
such  details,  carried  out  in  an  endeavour  to  preserve  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  district. 
In  addition  to  the  actual  work  of  the  health  section,  reports  are  appended  from  the  Surveyor  and 
from  the  Water  Engineer  summarising  those  parts  of  their  work  which  have  a  bearing  upon  the 
amenities  of  life  in  the  district  and  also  a  definite  influence  upon  the  welfare  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  short  section  about  the  physical  characteristics  of  the  area  is  again  included,  and  the 
social  activities  of  the  inhabitants  are  also  enumerated. 

In  any  part  of  Lancashire,  situated  as  it  is  on  the  western  side  of  the  Pennine  Chain  of 
hills  and  thus  catching  the  moisture-laden  breezes  from  the  Atlantic  at  first  hand,  the  weather  is 
bound  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  lives  of  its  people.  An  account,  therefore,  is  given  of 
the  meteorological  conditions  prevalent  during  the  year.  Records  have  been  kept  in  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  general  aspects  of  weather  conditions  daily,  and  these  are  used  in  the  account,  but  the 
detailed  accounts  are  kindly  supplied  by  Dr.  Barocas,  of  the  Jeremiah  Horrocks  Observatory, 
Preston,  and  by  the  County  Bureau  at  Esprick.  Grateful  acknowledgement  is  made  to  both  these 
sources  for  the  information  and  for  their  co-operative  interest. 


Comment  upon  the  weather  conditions  found  in  1954  could  easily  be  forcible  and  forth¬ 
right,  but  let  it  just  be  said  it  was  the  worst  year  in  the  living  memory  of  the  majority  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district. 

In  spite  of  all  these  adverse  conditions  of  weather  and  the  absence  of  sunshine  to  build 
up  body  resistance  to  disease,  the  standard  of  nealth  in  the  district,  so  far  as  information  could 
be  obtained,  was  quite  well  maintained.  There  were  no  epidemics  of  a  severe  sort  causing 
death  or  continued  morbidity.  In  the  autumn  Measles  once  again  became  prevalent  and  spread 
rapidly  amongst  young  infants,  though  whether  this  was  due  to  its  high  infectivity  or  to  the  re¬ 
duced  resistance  of  the  children  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine.  Scarlet  Fever  caused  about 
an  average  number  of  cases  and  some  of  these  were  in  the  Day  Nursery.  Towards  the  year  end 
in  the  Lostock  Hall  area  there  was  a  short  sharp  outbreak  of  Epidemic  Enteritis  amongst  school 
children  and  those  under  school  age.  It  quickly  subsided.  Later  the  district  generally  had  an 
epidemic  of  Influenza  of  a  mild  type,  which  persisted  into  the  New  Year.  It  was  of  the  common 
febriculous  type. 

Fortunately  the  district  had  no  recurrence  of  the  severe  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  which 
had  characterised  the  previous  year,  and  all  the  carriers  of  the  organisms  concerned  cleared  up 
completely.  With  the  cessation  of  rationing  and  its  attendant  necessity  to  store  food  for  long 
periods  in  often  ill-adapted  buildings,  the  tendency  to  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  should  be  con¬ 
siderably  reduced.  A  more  rigorous  inspection  of  meat  at  the  time  of  slaughter  should  do  much 
to  minimise  those  bursts  of  food  poisoning  so  frequently  associated  with  meat  pies.  However 
perfect  the  machinery  for  the  production  of  the  final  product,  the  soundness  or  otherwise  of  that 
product  will  still  be  dependant  upon  the  cleanliness  of  the  individual  who  handles  it  or  who  minds 
the  machine.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  standards  of  hygiene  are  at  such  a  low  ebb  amongst 
handlers  of  food  in  this  country.  Even  the  most  elementary  precautions  appear  to  be  neglected 
and  the  thorough  cleansing  of  the  hands  after  visits  to  the  toilet  so  frequently  forgotten.  Many  of 
the  methods  used  during  the  war  and  the  periods  of  shortages,  for  the  preservation  of  food  are 
fortunately  now  no  longer  required,  and  a  complete  disappearance  of  these  additives  to  food, 
such  as  the  dyeing  of  kippers  and  fish  fillets  and  the  many  additions  to  bread  and  other  foods 
a  prime  necessity.  The  time  has  now  arrived  when  stock  should  be  taken  of  the  need  to  continue 
those  methods  of  preservation  of  food  and  of  the  deleterious  effects  which  such  additives  have 
upon  digestion. 

There  was  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis,  but  this  in 
crease  was  in  the  Non-pulmonary  group  of  cases  and  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Pulmonary 
type  was  the  same  as  the  previous  year.  In  last  year’s  report  stress  was  laid  upon  the  necessity 
for  the  better  observation  and  care  of  contacts  of  open  cases.  Investigations  carried  out  in 
other  parts  of  the  country  have  shown  how  frequently  the  contacts  become  infected. 

The  district  has  once  more  been  free  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  a  tribute  to  the  intensive  im¬ 
munisation  campaign  of  former  years.  Efforts  have  been  made  by  the  provision  of  posters  to  direct 
parents’  attention  to  the  continued  necessity  for  immunisation. 

There  were  three  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  notified  in  the  district,  two  in  children  and  one  in 
an  adult — one  child  and  the  adult  were  paralytic  cases,  but  not  severe.  One  case  of  Meningo¬ 
coccal  Meningitis  was  notified  in  an  infant. 

The  clean  food  campaign  was  continued  by  frequent  inspections,  by  the  taking  of  samples 
and  by  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  any  food  of  doubtful  quality.  Bacteriological  and  other 
tests  were  made  where  considered  necessary.  As  indicated  above,  the  further  education  of  all 
food  handlers  is  much  required  and  this  applies  to  those  in  the  home  as  well  as  those  in  the  food 
shops,  kitchens,  and  canteens.  Milk,  the  prime  food  of  the  very  young  was  sampled  throughout  the 
year.  This  applied  not  only  to  raw  milks  but  also  to  the  graded,  Tuberculin  tested,  and  pasteurised 
varieties.  The  samples  were  tested  bacteriologically  and  also  for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle 
Bacillus.  The  number  of  samples  taken  was  smaller  than  in  previous  years  owing  to  the  increased 
amount  of  time  devoted  to  the  inspection  of  meat  at  the  slaughter  houses,  which  was,  of  course, 
time  devoted  to  another  staple  article  of  food.  Although  the  number  of  samples  of  milk  was 
smaller,  the  results  were  a  slight  improvement  on  the  preceding  year.  Fewer  samples  also  were 
taken  of  ice  cream  but  the  increased  use  of  packed  ice  cream  has  produced  a  much  better  product 
bacteriologically  as  well  as  in  general  quality. 
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The  year  was  marked  by  the  release  from  rationing-  of  further  food  products  and  by  the 
relicensing  of  those  private  slaughter  houses  considered  to  be  suitable  by  modem  standards  of 
hygiene.  A  rigid  standard  was  drawn  up  and  approved  by  the  Council.  Two  slaughter  houses 
were  considered  suitable  under  this  standard  for  registration  after  a  most  careful  inspection  and 
subject  to  improvements  being  completed.  Slaughtering  began  in  these  slaughter  houses  in  July. 
As  every  animal  slaughtered  had  a  full  inspection  and  the  number  of  slaughtered  animals  far 
exceeded  the  number  expected,  it  was  found  necessary,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  work,  to 
appoint  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  Mr.  Walmsley,  from  Bury  County  Borough,  was 
appointed.  Prior  to  his  assumption  of  duties  it  was  necessary  for  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  to 
perform  many  hours  of  overtime  work  not  only  on  the  ordinary  working  days  but  also  at  the 
weekend.  Complete  arrangements  were  made  at  each  slaughter  house  for  the  daily  removal  ol  offal 
and  for  the  very  frequent  removal  of  manure.  All  the  arrangements  made  worked  with  smoothness 
and  efficiency.  A  meat  marking  scheme  was  instituted  towards  the  year  end  with  the  consent  of  the 
Ministry,  thus  providing  an  adequate  visual  assurance  to  the  public  that  a  full  measure  of  inspection 
had  been  made  of  the  meat  before  exposure  for  sale. 

All  the  efforts  devoted  to  the  provision  of  sound  and  good  quality  food,  in  addition  to  all 
other  measures  provided  to  render  the  conditions  tor  life  and  health  suitable  and  hygienic,  must  be 
hampered  and  hindered  if  the  atmosphere  breathed  is  continually  fouled  and  contaminated  by 
smoke,  grit,  and  sulphur  products.  For  breath  is  life  and  yet  every  member  and  organisation  of 
the  community  does  his  or  its  best  to  foul  it.  The  problem  of  the  purification  of  the  atmosphere 
above  the  district  is  one  which  is  not  easy  of  solution.  Financial,  industrial,  and  legal  problems 
are  involved,  and  obviously  this  is  a  matter  which  must  be  dealt  with  nationally  with  much  greater 
powers  of  control  granted  to  local  authorities.  So  far  as  the  powers  now  exist  constant  efforts  were 
made  throughout  the  year  to  reduce  the  volume  and  consistency  of  black  smoke.  By  the  willing 
co-operation  of  industry  a  considerable  measure  of  success  was  achieved.  The  problem  of  domestic 
smoke  still  remains,  and  obviously  to  deal  with  this  further  legislation  will  be  required. 

All  the  environmental  services  of  the  Health  Department  were  continued  though,  as  indicated 
above,  there  was  a  sway  to  one  particular  aspect  of  the  work  in  the  autumn.  Details  of  the  work 
will  be  found  in  the  report  and  in  Mr.  Corbishley’s  report  which  is  appended. 

It  is  perhaps  an  unfortunate  feature  of  annual  health  reports  that  they  must  contain  many 
tables  of  figures  but  a  careful  study  and  an  analysis  of  these  tables  will  provide  useful  information 
of  the  Continued  progress  made  in  improved  hygienic  conditions  in  this  area  in  the  last  half 
century,  and  the  improvement  in  health  which  has  resulted. 

Factories  and  workshops  have  been  visited  throughout  the  year  and  in  these  visits  inspections 
were  always  made  of  the  canteens  which  provided  a  most  satisfactory  standard  of  meals  for  the 
workpeople.  Curiously  enough,  full  use  of  these  canteens  was  rarely  the  rule  on  the  part  of  the 
employees. 

The  demand  for  houses  has  not  yet  been  satisfied  in  fact  it  increased  in  volume  somewhat 
during  the  year.  The  ageing  people  have  had  certain  provisions  made  for  them  but  this  is  a 
problem  which  will  increase  in  intensity  in  future  years.  The  hostel  is  not  an  answer  to  the  problem 
it  is  only  a  very  partial  panacea.  Most  old  persons  prefer  their  own  homes  even  though  things 
must  be  very  difficult  for  them.  The  answer  would  appear  to  be  in  minimal  accommodation  in  easily 
worked  bungalows  or  flats  which  should  be  conveniently  sited  for  shopping  and  for  transport. 

In  1954  the  Birth  Rate  showed  a  slight  increase  and  the  Death  Rate  an  increase.  Diseases 
of  the  heart  as  usual  produced  the  largest  number  of  deaths  and  there  were  rather  more  deaths  from 
Malignant  Diseases.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  produced  the  same  number  of  deaths  as  in  1953. 

Once  again  it  can  be  reported  that  no  mother  in  this  district  lost  her  life  as  a  consequence  of 
pregnancy.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  did  not  retain  the  low  level  of  1953  but  was  doubled  due  to 
an  increased  number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year,  half  of  them  at  or  soon  after  birth. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  showed  an  increase  of  220  to  15,090. 
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As  the  result  of  the  very  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  January  20th  and  the  consequent  rapid  rise  in 
the  two  rivers,  each  of  which  overflowed,  the  hat  portions  of  Walton-le-Dale,  that  is  the  island 
formed  between  the  two  rivers,  was  flooded  to  a  depth  of  up  to  two  feet.  Victoria  Road,  Winery 
Lane  and  Higher  Walton  Road  were  most  affected.  Energetic  action  was  taken  immediately  to 
counteract  the  ill  effects  of  the  flood  water  and  coal  was  supplied  to  dry  the  houses  after  the  water 
had  subsided.  The  market  gardens  in  Winery  Lane  were  flooded  to  the  detriment  of  soil  fertility. 

Following  on  this  extensive  flooding,  urgent  steps  were  taken  to  endeavour  to  provide  a  remedy 
and  to  prevent  a  recurrence.  Meetings  were  held  with  the  Rivers  Board,  the  County  Council  and 
the  Ministry  of  Transport.  A  welcome  solution  was  arrived  at  to  provide  a  concrete  wall  along  the 
Ribble  bank  and  to  tide  flap  all  drains.  It  is  hoped  to  complete  this  work  in  1955. 


“  In  the  Light  of  Other  Days  ” 

In  the  records  preserved  in  the  Health  Departments  there  are  Annual  Reports  dating  back  to 
1898  but  there  are  none  before  that  year. 

These  reports  provide  such  interesting  facts  of  the  state  of  health  of  this  district  in  those  days 

that  extracts  from  them  will  give  a  basis  upon  which  to  mark  the  progress  made  in  the  last  half 

century. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  that  time  was  Dr.  Robert  Trimble,  a  very  well  qualified 
man,  as  he  was  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.  The  possession  of  the  D.P.H.  by  a  district  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  those  days  must  have  been  almost  unique  and  he  was  the  M.O.H.  for  some 
thirty  years. 

An  extract  from  his  report  for  1898  reads:  "  Such  reports  afford  little  opportunity  for 

variation,  treating  as  they  do  year  after  year  almost  similar  occurrences  and  statistics, 

a  stereotyped  method  of  expression  becomes  indispensable,  which  must  be  most  monotonous  to 
those  obliged  to  give  their  attention  ;  hut  this  much  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  they  involve 
matters  which  are  of  paramout  importance  to  the  health,  comfort,  prosperity  and  longevity  of  a 
population." 

The  population  was  then  11,733,  the  birth  rate  was  29.31  and  the  death  rate  15.25. 

He  was  disturbed  about  the  Infantile  Mortality,  53  of  the  infants  died  under  1  year  of  the  351 
born  (a  rate  of  154  per  1,000  births).  He  stated  “  Disease  and  untimely  death  are  not  the 
heritage  of  all  new-born  infants."  He  recommended  greatly  improved  sanitation. 

There  were  4  deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever,  13  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  19  from  other 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  and  15  from  Diarrhoea. 

Apparently  there  was  much  disturbance  in  thought  about  these  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and 
it  was  recognised  that  the  consumption  of  infected  milk  was  involved. 

Many  of  the  cottages  had  unpaved  yards  considered  to  be  contributaiy  to  so  many  enteric 
diseases. 

Gregson  Lane  was  described  as  really  a  country  place. 

The  district  had  an  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  called  Bradkirk  Fever  Hospital. 

For  the  year  1904 — fifty  years  back — Dr.  Robt.  Trimble  was  still  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  his  report  for  that  year  was  still  full  of  information  but  not  so  forthright  as  in  1898. 

The  population  was  11,271,  the  birth  rate  25.64  and  the  death  rate  18.36.  The  number  of 
births  was  289  (the  population  already  showing  reduced  fertility)  and  52  of  these  died  under  1  year 
of  age  (an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  180). 

Dr.  Trimble  was  disturbed  by  the  diminution  in  the  birth  rate  but  did  not  advance  any  cause 


for  it. 


5 


Quotations  from  his  report:  “  The  prevention  of  disease  has  one  great  sequence,  namely,  a 
lower  death  rate.”  “  The  causes  giving  rise  to  deterioration  and  disease  are  those  which  we  are 
obliged  to  contend  with  from  day  to  day  and  can  only  be  overcome  by  individual  and  combined 
effort/’  “  All  around  us  may  be  found  ill  ventilated  houses  reeking  with  impure  air,  no  effort  made 
to  prepare  wholesome  food,  insufficient  bedclot;  es,  and,  I  fear,  intemperance."  (The  deaths — 
Typhoid  Fever  2,  Diarrhoea  5,  Enteritis  5,  and  Measles  14  supported  his  contentions).  There  was 
a  steady  decline  for  four  years  of  the  deaths  from  Phthisis.  He  'hoped  that  better  sanitation  and 
better  ventilation  would  further  improve  this  position. 

The  mills  and  worshops  and  the  private  slaughter  houses  he  found  clean  and  tidy  and  well 
conducted. 

There  was  no  food  seized  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

No  houses  were  built  for  the  "  Working  Classes." 


Physical  Characteristics  of  the  Area 

The  shape  of  the  district  is  roughly  that  of  a  quadrangle  with  the  longer  sides  from  East  to 
West  of  3J  miles  and  the  shorter  North  to  South  of  2\  miles.  There  is  a  pronounced  slope  in  the 
area  from  South  East  to  North  West,  falling  from  260  feet  above  sea  level  to  25  feet. 

The  northern  boundary  of  the  district  is  formed  by  the  River  Ribble  for  a  distance  of  some 
two  miles  and  it  is  tidal  in  almost  all  that  stretch.  The  River  Darwen  flows  through  a  valley  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  area  and  joins  the  Ribble  to  the  north  western  boundary  of  the  district.  . 

Each  of  these  rivers  has  given  rise  to  entensive  flooding  in  the  lower  lying  parts  of  the  district 
in  times  of  heavy  rains.  The  risk  of  flooding  is  accentuated  by  a  West  wind  with  a  high  tide  level. 

Geologically  the  area  is  based  on  Triassic  Sandstone  upon  which  are  placed  a  layer  of  lower 
boulder  clay,  a  layer  of  drift  sand  and  finally  a  layer  of  upper  boulder  clay.  The  rock  base  forms 
an  inclined  plane  which  dips  downwards  from  the  East  towards  the  sea.  Outcrops  of  this  rock  are 
found  in  the  beds  of  the  rivers  Ribble  and  Darwen.  In  the  boulder  clay  layers  stones  of  varying 
sizes  are  found.  Most  of  these  are  of  Lakeland  origin  brought  down  by  the  movement  of  ice  or  by 
its  melting.  In  the  Drift  Sand  layer  there  are  deposits  of  gravel.  Usually  the  layers  of  Glacial 
Drift  fill  the  valleys,  the  hill  tops  being  free  of  drift. 

The  thickness  of  the  layers  varies  considerably  in  different  parts  of  the  district,  and  the  three 
layers  may  reach  100  feet,  but  in  most  parts  of  the  district  the  Upper  Boulder  layer  approximates 
10  feet,  the  Drift  Sand  9  feet  and  the  Lower  Boulder  layer  from  2  feet  upwards. 

The  two  rivers  form  an  island  near  their  junction  and  this  island  of  alluvial  deposits  provides 
a  rich  soil  which  is  utilised  for  market  gardening.  This  island  has  unfortunately  been  flooded  on 
many  occasions  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  stock  in  the  gardens. 


Social  Conditions  and  Amenities  of  the  Area 

The  main  portions  of  the  district  are  closely  associated  with  industry  but  part  is  entirely 
residential.  The  chief  industries  are  cotton  manufacture,  especially  weaving,  engineering,  corn 
milling,  market  gardening  and  dairy  farming. 

There  are  eleven  churches  in  the  area  with  attached  Sunday  Schools  covering  the  various 
aspects  of  religion.  Many  church  halls  are  associated  with  these  churches  where  in  the  winter 
months,  lectures,  concerts,  debates,  dances  and  dramatic  society  meetings  are  held. 

The  clubs  in  the  district  are  nine  in  number,  some  political,  some  religious,  some  non-sectarian 
and  some  connected  with  sports.  Games  such  as  billiards,  snooker,  darts,  dominoes,  etc.,  are 
played  in  these  clubs.  Additionally  a  tennis  club,  a  table  tennis  club  and  a  cricket  club  are  sited 
in  the  district.  On  the  playing  fields,  five  in  number,  football  and  cricket  are  played,  each  in  its 
season,  and  there  are  three  football  clubs. 

A  Dramatic  Society  encourages  a  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  a  flourishing  Debating  Society 
develops  public  speaking  as  well  as  improving  education. 
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The  local  Archeological  Society  has  made  excavations  particularly  in  the  area  close  to  the 
junction  of  the  Rivers  Darwen  and  Ribble  where  it  is  considered  that  there  was,  in  the  period  of 
Roman  occupation,  a  landing  place  for  Roman  shipping.  Many  interesting  relics,  pottery7,  metals 
portions  of  urns,  etc.,  have  been  found  there  and  are  now  displayed  in  the  Council  Offices  and  also  in 
the  Library  in  Station  Road. 

There  are  four  branches  of  the  County  Council  Library  sited  in  different  parts  of  the  area. 


Meteorological  Conditions  in  1954 

Careful  records  have  been  kept  in  the  Health  Department  daily  throughout  the  year,  of  local 
conditions  of  weather  but  it  was  not  possible  to  make  actual  measurements  of  the  rainfall,  hours  of 
sunshine  or  speeds  of  winds.  Much  of  the  information  has  been  provided,  as  in  previous  years,  by 
Dr.  Barocas  of  the  Jeremiah  Iiorrocks  Observatory  by  permission  of  Mr.  Tuson,  Chief  Education 
Officer,  Preston,  and  some  also  by  the  Meteorological  Station  at  Esprick. 

The  year  1954  was  a  very  wet  one,  one  of  the  worst  in  living  memory.  Whether  the  atomic 
explosions  had  any  influence  upon  this  atrocious  type  of  weather  or  not  it  would  be  difficult  to  affirm 
or  deny,  for  o-ur  knowledge  is  so  obviously  insufficient  that  a  positive  opinion  could  not  be  advanced. 
Whatever  the  cause,  the  results  were  most  unpleasant  and  particularly  unfortunate  for  the  farming 
section  of  the  community,  at  least  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  total  rainfall  was  54.11  inches,  some  16 \  inches  more  that  the  average  and  22  inches 
more  than  in  1953.  The  rain  fell  on  249  days,  58  days  more  than  in  1953,  and  52  days  more  than 
the  average.  The  rainy  periods  were  almost  entirely  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  the  first  five 
months  were  comparatively  dry.  There  was  a  very  heavy  fall  of  rain  on  January  2flth  when 
inches  were  registered  and  the  Rivers  Ribble  and  Darwen  overflowed  their  banks  causing  extensive 
flooding  in  Victoria  Road,  Walton-le-Dale,  in  Higher  Walton  Road  and  in  Winery  Lane.  The 
market  gardens  in  Winery  Lane  were  flooded  also.  There  were  several  other  days  during  the  year, 
particularly  in  the  summer  and  autumn  months  when  falls  of  rain  of  half  an  inch  to  one  inch  were 
recorded.  The  wettest  month  of  the  year  was  October  with  almost  9  inches  of  rain — 4J  inches  above 
the  average  for  the  last  70  years. 

Snow,  accompanied  by  frost,  was  experienced  in  the  last  week  of  January,  at  the  beginning 
and  end  of  February  and  extended  into  the  first  week  in  March.  'Ground  frost  was  present  on  80 
nights  and  air  frost  on  49.  There  was  hail  on  16  days  and  thunder  on  14. 

Fog,  that  unpleasant  evidence  of  our  atmospheric  sewers,  occurred  on  25  days  but  mist  was 
experienced  on  69  days.  On  only  5  of  the  days  was  visibility  less  than  110  yards. 

Gales  were  recorded  on  12  days,  in  January,  in  April,  in  September,  several  in  November, 
and  in  December. 

The  best  month  of  the  year  was  undoubtedly  April  when  there  was  a  period  of  22  days 
without  measurable  rainfall. 

In  addition  to  the  excessive  wetness  of  1954,  the  temperature  was  lower  than  the  average  and 
much  cooler  than  1953.  February  was  the  coldest  month  and  August  was  the  warmest*  but  the 
warmest  day  was  September  1st  when  78 °F.  were  recorded.  Although  August  was  the  warmest 
month,  the  average  recorded  was  2J  degrees  lower  than  usual  for  this  month.  The  lowest 
temperature  recorded  was  on  February  2nd,  with  almost  20  degrees  of  frost.  There  were  200 
hours  less  of  sunshine  in  1954  than  in  1953. 

There  was  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  on  June  3'Oth,  but  this  was  seen  in  this  country  only  as 
a  partial  eclipse,  though  the  period  of  dimness  lasted  some  50  minutes. 

Winds  blew  from  the  dry  quarters  (North,  North  West,  North  East  and  East)  on  151  days 
and  from  the  rainy  quarters  (South,  South  East,  South  West  and  West)  on  188  days.  But  in  1954 
no  quarter  could  be  considered  dry,  as  heavy  rain  occurred  from  every  aspect  of  the  compass.  The 
number  of  days  without  wind  corresponded  closely  with  the  number  of  days  of  fog. 

A  short  description  of  the  weather  of  each  month  is  given,  followed  by  a  table  of  weather 
summary  for  1954. 


/ 

January — A  month  true  to  type  with  two  gales  from  the  West  on  the  14th  and  15th,  torrential  rains 
on  the  20th  causing  floods  on  Walton-le-Dale  flats  and  concluding  with  a  final  week  of  snow 
and  frost. 

February — Snow  and  frost  for  the  first  week,  mist  and  fog  in  the  middle  of  the  month  and  more 
snow  and  frost  at  the  end.  But  not  “  February  fill  dyke." 

March — Came  in  like  a  lion  with  snow  and  frost  and  some  fog  also,  but  departed  like  a  lamb  with 
many  fine  days. 

April — A  month  to  be  proud  of  with  a  glorious  Eastertide  and  a  period  of  22  days  without  rain,  and 
warm  withal.  But  finished  with  very  heavy  rain  on  the  30th. 

May — Like  the  curate’s  egg — good  and  bad  in  parts.  With  very  heavy  rain  on  two  days,  one  gale, 
considerable  mist  and  fog,  with  Easterly  winds,  but  still  days  of  pleasant  sunshine. 

June — The  month  of  roses  started  well  with  a  good  week  but  alas  degenerated  for  the  other  three  to 
days  of  continual  rain.  A  filthy  June  which  finished  with  a  total  eclipse  on  the  30th. 

July  The  worst  for  years,  with  rain  far  above  the  average  and  for  the  superstitious  St.  S  within’ s 
Day  (July  15th)  was  mostly  wet.  A  poor  holiday  month. 

August — Rain  it  was,  more  or  less  every  day  till  the  24th  (when  St.  Swithin’s  period  finished) 
and  then  4  days  of  sunshine.  Everything  was  experienced  in  this  month — very  heavy  rain, 
fog,  thunder  and  even  a  gale. 

September — The  period  of  the  Equinox  with  its  heavy  gales  and  storms  proved  true  to  type.  But 
fog,  thunder  and  torrential  rains  added  their  quota  of  misery  to  a  very  poor  month  . 

October — Still  no  weather  for  the  harvest  though  the  second  week  was  fairly  free.  For  the  rest 
thunder,  frost,  fog  and  more  rain  were  the  details  of  the  story. 

November — And  still  more  depressing  with  a  rainfall  almost  2J  inches  above  the  average,  gales  for 
5  days  and  nothing  to  praise  or  even  condone. 

December — A  month  of  high  winds,  gales,  and  days  of  very  heavy  rains.  On  one  day  a  strong  wind 
boxed  the  compass.  A  wild  finish  to  a  year  of  gloomy  weather. 


Table  of  Weather  Summary,  1954 


Rainfall 

Number  of 

Sunshine 

Prevailing 

Month 

Inches 

Rain  Days 

Flours 

Wind  Days. 

January  . 

3.88 

16 

52.1 

E.  11.  S.W.  4.  Calm  3. 

February  . 

2.84 

20 

58.6 

E.  13.  S.W.  3.  Calm  1. 

March  . 

2.15 

17 

115.7 

W.  7.  E.  6.  S.E.  6. 

April  . 

1.36 

9 

190.5 

E.  9.  N.W.  8.  Calm  5. 

May  . 

2.41 

17 

153.9 

N.W.  7.  N.E.  6.  Calm  2. 

June  . 

4.11 

18 

122.0 

N.W.  8.  S.W.  7.  S,  5. 

July  . 

5.80 

24 

126.5 

N.W.  15.  S.W.  9. 

August  . 

5.77 

24 

106.1 

W.  10.  N.W.  5.  S.E.  4.  S.W.  4. 

September . 

6.27 

28 

151.9 

S.W.  11.  S.E.  6.  W„  5. 

October  . 

8.42 

27 

79.3 

S.W.  14.  N.W.  4.  W.  4.  Calm  2. 

November . 

5.94 

26 

60.9 

S.W.  6.  S.  5.  Calm  6. 

December  . 

5.16 

23 

22.9 

S.E.  13.  W.  12.  E.  3.  Calm  3. 

Totals 

54.11 

...  249 

1240.4 

When  this  table  is  compared  with  that  shown  in  last  year's  report  it  will  be  observed  that  22 
inches  more  of  rain  fell  in  1954  and  that  rain  fell  on  249  days  instead  of  191  days.  The  amount  of 
sunshine,  1,240  hours,  was  200  less  that  in  1953. 
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Statistics 


Area  in  Acres 

4,761 

Population  (census  1931)  ...  ...  . 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  (mid  1954) 

,  , 

... 

12,718 

•  . 

... 

15,090 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931) 

,  . 

... 

3,314 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (rate  book  1954) 

,  . 

... 

4,872 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  . 

,  . 

/79,377 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . 

•  • 

. . . 

£326 

Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births :  — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ••• 

121 

118 

239 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

6 

T irY'I'Q  1 

X  VJ  ICLJL  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

124 

121 

245 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (mid  1954)  crude 

•  .  . 

•  •  o  09 

16.2 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (mid  1954)  adjusted 

... 

13.4 

Still  Births:  — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  . 

1 

4 

5 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

4 

r 

5 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

. . .  20 

Comparability  factor  for  births 

r. . . 

..  1.04 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age :  — 

Male 

F  emale 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

6 

1 

7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  ( Neo-natal  deaths) : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  . 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

— ? 

1 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  births 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

29 

Neo -Natal  Mortality  Rate — 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  . 

12 

Deaths :  — • 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (crude)  ... 

12.7 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (adjusted) 

,  ,  , 

13.4 

Comparability  factor  for  deaths .  . 

... 

9  9  9 

1.06 

Maternal  Mortality :  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 

9  9  9 

Nil 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  Cancer 

1.66 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

0.27 
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Comparative  Table 


Per 

1,000  of  Population 

'Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate  Death  Rate 

from  Pulmonary  from 
Tuberculosis  Cancer 

Per  1.000  Total  Infantile 
Live  and  Mortality 

Still  Births  Rate 

Of  5  years  1947-51 

...  17.58 

11.6 

0.216 

1.624 

1.526 

31 

Year  1952 

.  13.8 

12.9 

0.07. 

2.92 

Nil 

29 

Year  1953 

14.1 

10.4 

0.2 

1.68 

Nil 

14 

Year  1954 

.  16.2 

12.7 

0.27 

1.66 

Nil 

29 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1953 

On  5  years  average 

1947-1951  —1.3 

+  1.1 

—.06 

+  .04 

—1.526 

—2 

Previous  Year 

...  ...  +  2.1 

+  2.3 

+  .07 

—.02 

Nil 

+  15 

England  and  Wales 

1954  ...  15.2 

11.3 

0.16 

2.09 

0.69 

25.5 

Comment  has  been  made  upon  these  statistics. 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death,  1954 

Diseases  of  the  Heart — 

Male 

Female  Total 

Coronary  Disease — Angina  ...  . 

20 

5 

25 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . 

10 

6 

16 

Other  Heart  Diseases  . 

6 

13 

19 

Diseases  of  the  Circulation  (other)  ...  ...  . 

7 

4 

11 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

15 

15 

30 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

8 

8 

16 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  . 

1 

3 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

— 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  . 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis  (other)  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Diseases  (all  sites)  . 

12 

16 

28 

Diabetes  ...  •••  . . «  • .  •  • .  •  ...  ...  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

— 

— 

- - 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrheoa  . 

— 

— 

- - 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  . 

3 

3 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate . 

2 

- — 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  and  Prematurity . 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases . 

1 

6 

7 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases . 

3 

5 

8 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . .  . 

- 

1 

1 

All  other  Accidents  ...  ...  . 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

* 


97 


92  189 
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The  table  given  below  shows  some  interesting  figures  of  comparison  over  the  last  60  years. 


Tables  of  Six  Decades 


Period 

Per 

Birth 

Rate 

1,000  Population 

Phthisis 

Death  Death 

Rate  Rate 

Enteric  Fever 

Cases  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

Cases  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

Cases  Deaths 

Deaths 

from 

Diarrhoea 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Ten  Years 
1891-1900 

...  30.8 

18.9 

1.25 

133 

27 

46 

16 

211 

15 

122 

188 

1901-1910 

...  26.3 

14.7 

0.95 

116 

21 

98 

15 

291 

16 

58 

128 

1911-1920 

...  18.7 

13.7 

0.91 

54 

5 

166 

16 

565 

11 

46 

107 

1921-1930 

...  16.0 

12.0 

0.72 

7 

0 

66 

5 

310 

0 

11 

64 

1931-1940 

...  14.0 

12.7 

0.44 

5 

2 

47 

3 

414 

0 

5 

56 

1941-1950 

...  16.5 

12.28 

0.33 

0 

0 

27 

1 

280 

0 

6 

42 

The 

total  number 

of  deaths 

recorded  in 

the  district 

corrected 

for 

inward 

and  outward 

transfers  showed  an  increase  of  35  and  the  increase  was  almost  entirely  in  the  male  sex.  Each  cause 
of  death  claimed  an  increased  number  of  persons  with  the  exception  of  the  ill-defined  diseases, 
which  are  always  difficult  to  record,  and  so  show  considerable  variations  from  year  to  year.  As 
in  previous  years  Diseases  of  the  Heart  produced  the  largest  number  of  deaths,  followed  by  Vascular 
Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  (strokes)  and  by  Malignant  Diseases. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  again  caused  three  deaths,  the  same  as  in  1953.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  the  Non-Pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.  The  latter  disease  caused  the  same  number  of  deaths  as  in  the 
previous  year  but  the  former  disease  produced  almost  a  double  number  of  deaths  compared  with 
1953. 

Cancer  and  other  forms  of  Malignant  Disease  in  all  sites  in  the  body  showed  a  slight  increase 
over  the  previous  year.  Of  these  deaths  six  were  due  to  Cancer  of  the  Lungs  or  Bronchi.  Each 
of  these  deaths  was  investigated  to  ascertain  if  possible  any  factors  which  might  have  a  bearing 
upon  the  enormous  increase  in  mortality  from  the  disease  in  this  site  of  the  body  which  has  occurred 
in  the  last  twenty  years.  The  reason  for  this  remarkable  increase  in  mortality  has  not  so  far  been 
determined  but  there  are  certain  factors  which  are  known  to  have  a  bearing  upon  it.  Excessive 
cigarette  smoking,  especially  if  the  smoke  be  inhaled  as  it  nearly  always  is,  atmospheric  pollution 
especially  when  sulphur  fumes  and  grit  loaded,  and  petrol  and  deisel  oil  fumes  are  all  implicated. 
It  has  been  established  that  long  and  continued  exposure  to  these  adverse  conditions  over  a  period 
of  years  is  also  a  potent  factor.  The  results  of  the  enquiries  into  these  deaths  in  1954  are  shown 
in  the  following  list. 


Sex 

Age 

Work  working  conditions. 

Housing. 

Smoking  habits. 

How  lit. 

Remarks. 

F. 

M. 

39 

45 

Housewife,  formerly  rubber 
sprayer. 

Heating  engineer,  exposed  to 
fumes  and  grit,  pottery 
furnaces. 

Central  in 
District. 

Central  in 
District. 

20  cigarettes 
weekly,  3 
years. 

40  cigarettes 
and  pipe  per 
week  all  his 
life. 

By  matches. 

By  matches. 

Delicate. 

Drove  a  car 
daily. 

M. 

52 

Grocer. 

Central  in 
District. 

40  cigarettes 
per  week. 

By  matches. 

Drove  a  car 
daily. 

M. 

58 

Electrical  Engineer. 

Outer 

District. 

20  cigarettes 
per  day. 

Petrol 

lighter. 

Damp 

House. 

M. 

57 

Electrical  assistant,  formerly 
glass  fibre  worker,  and 
also  a  blacksmith  where 
exposed  to  coke  fumes. 

Outer 

District. 

35  cigarettes 
per  day. 

By  matches. 

Gassed  in 

First  World 
War,  persistent 
cough  for  3 
Years. 

F. 

57 

Housewife. 

Outer 

District. 

10  cigarettes 
per  week. 

Petrol 

lighter. 

exposed  to 
Petro  carbon 
fumes. 

Mr.  Walmsley  carried  out  these  investigations  in  an  efficient  and  tactful  manner. 
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Other  Causes  of  Death.  It  has  already  Deen  mentioned  that  the  diseases  which  particularly 
affect  the  older  ages — those  of  the  heart  and  the  Drain — caused  the  largest  number  of  deaths,  these 
are  the  deaths  which  mark  the  decline  in  the  organism  and  might  with  equal  truth  be  called  the 
mortal  diseases  of  the  senescent. 

Once  again  the  deaths  in  the  home  from  accidents  were  double  those  on  the  roads,  and  those 
from  suicide  equalled  them  both.  All  sorts  of  societies  and  organisations  are  in  existence,  pouring 
forth  propaganda  about  the  road  deaths,  yet  little  attention  is  devoted  to  the  accidents  in  the  home, 
which  always  exceed  those  on  the  road.  In  each  case  the  old  and  the  very  young  are  most  affected. 
In  England  and  Wales  in  1953,  5,895  persons  lost  their  lives  through  accidents  in  the  home. 

Infantile  Mortality.  Seven  deaths  occurred,  double  those  of  the  previous  year.  Three  of 
the  seven  were  neo-natal  deaths — that  is  under  4  weeks  of  age  and  of  the  others  two  lived  for  six 
weeks,  one  for  3  months  and  one  for  six  months.  The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — - 


M.  F. 

Congenital  Heart  ...  .  1  — 

Asphyxia  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  1  — 

Anoxia  in  delivery  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  1  — 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  . .  ...  ...  1  — 

Prematurity  and  Broncho  Pneumonia  .  —  1 

Fibrocystic  Disease  Lung  and  Pancreas  ...  ...  ...  1  — 

Otitis  Media,  Gastro  Enteritis,  Dehydration  ...  ...  1  — 


It  would  be  difficult  to  comment  upon  these  deaths  without  the  full  facts  of  each  case  but  it 
would  appear  that  the  Asphyxia,  the  Bronchitis  and  the  Otitis  Media  deaths  might  have  been 
prevented,  the  others  could  not  have  been  prevented  without  very  much  greater  knowledge  than 
is  now  possessed  of  the  causes  which  underlie  these  congenital  conditions. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Other  Appointments 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Cleansing  Superintendent 
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G.  G.  Wray,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
M.O.H.  Fulwood  U.D.C. 

G.  N.  Corbishley,  Cs.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 


J.  R.  Williams,  Cs.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

K.  Walmsley,  Cs.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Public  Vaccinator 
Certifying  Factory  Surgeon 


Dr.  Howard,  Pen wortham. 

Dr.  Logan,  Leven  House,  Bamber  Bridge. 


County  Council  Services  in  the  Area 

Two  midwives  were  employed  wholetime  in  the  district. 


Mrs.  Dobbie, 

Chorley  Road, 

Bamber  Bridge. 
Telephone:  85280. 


Mrs.  M.  L.  E.  Moore, 

16,  Lark  Avenue, 
Penwortham. 

Telephone:  Preston  Priory  83434. 


The  extent  to  which  these  midwives  were  employed  in  the  district  is  not  known,  but  it 
known  that  the  desire  of  mothers  to  have  their  babies  in  hospital  shows  no  abatement. 


is 


Ambulance  Service 

Two  ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  car  are  at  present  sited  in  an  ambulance  station  in  the 
Council  yard.  The  vehicles  cover  an  area  of  the  Urban  District  and  portions  of  surrounding 
districts.  Approximately  400  persons  per  month  are  carried  by  the  vehicles  from  this  local  station. 
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Domiciliary  Nursing  Service 

Three  nurses  were  employed  in  this  district  in  1954.  They  carried  out  the  important  duties 
of  nursing  in  the  homes  of  the  patients.  Information  of  the  extent  of  this  service  was  not  available 
but  doubtless  it  was  freely  used. 


Home  Help  Service 

This  service  supplies  usually  female  personnel  to  assist  in  the  household  duties  where  persons, 
by  reason  of  age,  infirmity,  sickness  or  childbirth,  require  such  aid.  Approximately  thirteen  such 
helps  live  in  this  area  but  their  duties  are  not  necessarily  confined  to  the  area.  Information  of  the 
extent  to  which  these  helps  were  employed  locally  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  calls  for  service 
averaged  30  per  month. 


Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Meetings  were  held  fortnightly  at  the  School  Clinic,  Brindle  Road.  A  specialist  (Mr. 
Robson)  from  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  attended  at  each  meeting  in  addition  to  the  County  Health 
Visitors  and  the  local  Midwives. 

Routine  inspections  and  examinations  were  made  and  patients  were  advised  or  given  minor 
treatment  where  necessary.  Any  further  treatment  necessitated  transference  to  Preston  Royal 
Infirmary  or  Sharoe  Green  Maternity  Hospital.  The  majority  of  the  babies  were  born  in  hospital. 

Post  natally,  mothers  also  attended  for  advice  or  treatment. 

Dental  Treatment  was  given  by  the  School  Dentist. 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

There  were  two  in  the  district,  one  at  the  School  Clinic,  Brindle  Road,  and  the  other  at  the 
Methodist  Sunday  School  at  Lostock  Hall.  The  former  met  weekly  on  Thursday  afternoons,  and 
the  latter  fortnightly  on  Monday  afternoon.  At  each  centre  an  Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
(Dr.  Cliff e)  and  one  of  the  Health  Visitors  (Miss  Spencely,  Miss  Kenyon  or  Miss  Smith)  were  in 
attendance.  Each  baby  attending  received  a  full  examination  and  a  record  made  of  its  state  and 
progress.  The  parents  were  advised  of  the  management  of  the  child,  the  feeding  and  of  any 
treatment  required. 


Lostock  Hall  Centre 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  babies  were  on  the  register  and  attended  821  times,  the  great 
majority  of  these  babies  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

Bamber  Bridge  Centre 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  babies,  36  between  one  and  two,  and  20  children  between  two 
and  five,  were  on  the  register.  They  made  about  1,800  attendances  in  the  year. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  establish  an  additional  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Gregson  Lane  but 
so  far  it  has  not  been  possible  to  find  a  suitable  building. 

The  number  of  births  registered  for  this  district  wasO/t*S  and  the  number  of  babies  under  one 
year  attending  these  centres  would  seem  to  indicate  that  nearly  all  the  babies  do  make  at  least  one 
attendance  at  the  centres,  and  this  serves  to  show  not  only  the  useful  function  which  these  centres 
perform,  but  also  the  interest  which  the  parents  take  in  the  welfare  of  their  babies. 


School  Medical  Service 

Routine  medical  and  nursing  inspections  were  carried  out  at  each  school  in  the  district. 
Defects  found  were  referred  to  the  School  Clinic,  to  the  private  practitioner,  or  to  Hospital.  In 
addition  inspections  were  made  at  the  School  Clinic  of  children  brought  by  parents,  sent  by  teachers, 
or  selected  at  the  schools,  for  further  investigations.  The  treatment  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  was  for 
Minor  Ailments,  Dental  and  Ophthalmic  conditions. 
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Minor  Ailments.  Treatment  of  skin  conditions,  ear  diseases  and  nose  and  throat  conditions 
on  Monday  and  Thursday  mornings.  School  children  and  those  under  school  age  received  treatment. 
Parents  accompanying  the  children  were  advised  on  treatment  and  on  child  management  generally. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic — held  fortnightly  tor  the  treatment  of  defective  vision  and  squint.  Dr. 
Plumb  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  attended  this  clinic. 

Dental  Clinic.  Children  under  school  age  as  well  as  those  of  school  age  received  treatment. 
Inspections,  conservative  treatment  and  extractions  were  carried  out. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic — for  the  inspection,  examination  and  treatment  of  children  suffering  from 
deformities  and  paralyses,  was  held  at  Leyland  monthly.  The  fitting  of  appliances,  splints,  piasters 
and  the  teaching  of  remedial  exercises  were  part  of  the  work  of  this  clinic  under  the  control  of  an 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  from  Manchester.  An  Orthopaedic  nurse  attended  weekly  for  the  remedial 
exercises  etc. 

Day  Nursery  in  Cottage  Lane,  Bamber  Bridge,  was  fairly  well  utilised  by  mothers  who 
desired  their  children,  under  school  age,  to  be  cared  for  whilst  they  went  to  work  in  local  industry. 
Three  age  groups — babies,  tweenies,  and  toddlers — were  accommodated.  There  was  accommodation 
for  50  children.  Infectious  Disease  in  the  Nursery  again  hindered  this  work  in  1954. 


Special  Defects 

Blind  Children  were  educated  in  residential  schools  at  Liverpool  or  Manchester,  according 
to  the  age  of  the  child. 

Partially  Sighted  Children  were  educated  at  the  Partially  Sighted  School  at  Fulwood. 
This  also  was  a  residential  school. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  received  their  education  at  the  residential  Royal  Cross  School  at 
Preston. 

Mentally  Deficient  Children,  after  certification,  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board,  but  the  accommodation  was  very  limited  and  the  chance  of  admission  remote.  The 
higher  graded  types  remained  the  responsibility  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  but  again  the 
chance  of  a  vacancy  in  a  suitable  school  was  remote.  The  Occupation  Centre  at  Chorley  was  opened 
in  the  autumn  of  1954  and  this  should  relieve  the  congestion. 

Epileptic  Children  had  very  limited  accommodation  available. 


General  Diseases 

Emphasis  has  been  laid  at  the  commencement  of  this  Report  upon  the  paucity  of  information 
obtainable  upon  which  to  try  to  assess  a  morbidity  figure  for  the  district.  The  local  hospitals  no 

longer  issue  reports  to  the  local  authorities  of  the  work  carried  out  there,  nor  do  the  Executive 

Committee  on  the  work  of  the  practitioners.  So  apart  from  notifications  of  discharge  from  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospitals  and  reports  on  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  (and  these  are  often  veiy 
inadequate)  the  amount  of  information  available  ck:  sickness  in  the  district  is  quite  insufficient.  The 
local  Manager  of  the  National  Insurance  Department  has,  however,  as  in  past  years  supplied  figures 
relating  to  the  insured  population  which  do  give  some  information.  As  those  under  the  age  of 
insurance,  those  over  the  age  of  insurance  and  self-employed  persons  did  not  come  into  these 

statistics  the  value  of  the  figures  for  assessment  of  a  morbidity  rate  is  considerably  lessened. 

However  they  do  give  some  indication  of  the  amount  of  sickness  amongst  what  must  be  considered 
the  most  active  part  of  the  population. 
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The  table  below  shows  the  weekly  average  for  each  month  in  the  year:  — 
Average  number  of  new  claims  per  week  in:  — 


* 

Sickness 

Injury 

January 

65 

5  ' 

February 

o2 

3 

March 

59 

8 

April 

39 

3 

May 

50 

3 

June 

39 

3 

July 

22 

1 

August 

46 

2 

September  . . . 

37 

2 

October 

42 

2 

November  ... 

64 

4 

December 

64 

1 

The  total  claims  for  sickness  benefit  for  the  year  were  2,329  and  for  injury  159. 

The  total  number  of  claims,  for  sickness,  and  for  accident,  showed  an  increase  on  those  of 
the  previous  year.  As  might  be  expected,  January,  February,  March,  November  and  December 
had  the  greater  number  of  claims. 

The  average  number  of  days  that  a  claimant  was  absent  from  duty  was  about  30  so  that  in 
any  one  week  the  number  of  persons  absent  from  work  would  be  four  times  that  shown  for  the 
week. 

The  graph  given  below,  prepared  by  Mr.  Williams,  shows  the  figures  of  sickness  in  the  insured 
population. 


15 


With  a  continually  ageing  population,  where  the  proportion  of  those  above  the  present  ages 
of  retirement  is  continually  increasing,  the  problem  of  those  diseases  of  degeneration  will  become  a 
most  urgent  one  in  future  years.  Whilst  many  diseases  which  formerly  showed  a  high  mortality  and 
some  even  which  were  inevitably  fatal  have  now,  by  means  of  new  methods  of  treatment  and  by 
new  remedial  measures  been  deprived  of  their  former  terrors,  yet  the  problem  of  degeneration  in  the 
vital  and  essential  organs  of  the  body  remains  as  yet  unsolved.  Obviously  increasing  attention  must 
be  devoted  to  this  problem  in  the  future. 

Meantime  the  problem  of  the  aged  sick  remains  unsolved.  The  hospitals  could  only  deal 
with  a  minority  of  the  cases  and  without  extension  of  the  existing  accommodation  that  position  will 
remain.  There  was  a  slight  easing  of  this  situation  in  1954  but  no  solution  of  the  problem. 


Hospitals 

The  hospitals  administered  by  the  Preston  and  District  Hospitals  Management  Committee  were 
available  for  patients  from  this  district.  They  were:  — 

(1)  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

(2)  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

(3)  Chorley  Hospital. 

(4)  Eaves  Lane  Hospital,  Chorley. 

There  were  annexes,  belonging  to  this  group  of  hospitals  for  Continuation,  Convalescent,  or 
Specialised  treatment.  One  of  these — Lostock  Hall  Convalescent  Home — is  situated  in  this  district. 

All  the  hospitals  were  extensively  used,  for  out-patient  as  well  as  in-patient  treatment,  by 
persons  from  this  area,  though  the  extent  of  this  use  was  not  known,  as  figures  of  attendances  or  lists 
of  diseases  were  not  available  nor  supplied  by  the  hospitals.  It  would,  therefore,  be  impossible  to 
give  even  an  appropriate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  illness  or  disability  for  which  these  hospitals 
cater. 

Sufferers  from  Malignant  Diseases  received  specialised  treatment  at  the  special  unit  at  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  staffed  by  personnel  from  the  Christie  Hospital,  Manchester.  Radium,  X-ray, 
Isotope  and  operative  treatment  were  available. 

Venereal  Diseases  were  treated  at  a  specialised  clinic  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

For  Maternity  cases  accommodation  was  available  in  maternity  blocks  or  beds  at  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary,  Chorley  Hospital  and  Eaves  Lane,  Chorley.  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  clinics 
were  run  weekly  at  each  hospital. 

St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  Preston  is  outside  the  scheme  of  the  National 
Health  service.  It  provides  beds  for  Medical,  Surgical,  Maternity  and  Special  cases.  It  is  fully 
equipped  with  X-ray  and  other  diagnostic  equipment. 


The  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

The  hospitals  to  which  patients  were  admitted  were:  — 

Deepdale  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Preston. 

Heath  Charnock  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Chorley. 

Els  wick  Hospital  for  Smallpox. 

Comments  in  the  introductory  section  of  this  report  were  in  general  terms  on  the  prevalence 
of  Infectious  Disease  in  this  district. 

Measles  particularly  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  was  very  prevalent.  The  disease  was  of  a 
mild  type,  very  infectious,  and  affected  chiefly  children  under  school  age.  The  after-effects  were 
very  few  and  the  mortality  nil.  This  virus  disease  has  changed  its  type — it  is  milder  but  returns  at 
more  frequent  intervals  than  its  previous  two-yearly  visitation. 

Whooping  Cough  also  produced  many  cases.  It  again  was  mild,  affecting  mainly  the  very 
young  and  had  practically  no  after-effects. 
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Scarlet  Fever  affected  the  number  of  children  about  average  for  this  district  for  the  past  few 
years.  The  disease  was  mild,  without  after  effects,  and  appeared  as  sporadic  cases  rather  than  in 
epidemic  form.  Several  of  the  cases  were  children  attending  the  Day  Nursery.  The  nursery  was 
visited  several  times,  the  children  inspected  and  swabs  were  taken  from  suspicious  throats.  Several 
swabs  were  positive  for  the  Haemolytic  Streptococcus  (the  germ  of  Scarlet  Fever).  These  children 
were  excluded  and  the  outburst  then  subsided.  Ihe  number  of  children  removed  to  hospital  was  20 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 

There  were  3  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  2  of  the  paralytic  type  and  1  non-paralytic.  Both  the 
former  were  admitted  to  hospital,  there  was  however  residual  paralysis  in  each  case.  One  of  these 
cases  was  an  adult.  Each  of  these  cases  was  seen  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  consultation. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  was  treble  that  of  the  previous  year.  They  were 
mainly  in  persons  of  middle  age  or  over. 

The  two  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  in  children  and  mild  in  type.  There  was  some,  doubt 
about  the  actual  diagnosis. 

Dysentery  also  produced  only  2  cases,  both  adults. 

With  the  exception  of  the  large  number  of  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  it  could 
be  considered  to  be  a  year  which  was  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  epidemiologist. 
There  were  few  cases  and  no  epidemics  of  note. 


Notifiable  Diseases 


Total  Cases 

Notifiable  Diseases  liotified 

all  ages 

Under 

1  year 

1  year 

3  years 

5  years 

10  years 

15  years 

25  years 

45  years 

65  & 
over 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

. — . 

1 

u 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

224 

10 

50 

52 

108 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

115 

12 

21 

37 

44 

1 

— • 

— 

— * 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

3 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — 
Paralytic 

2 

1 

i — - 

- 

_ 

1 

. 

Non-Paralytic 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— - 

Dysentery 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

2 

— 

— . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

1 

— 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

Nervous  System 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— - 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . . . 

401 

24 

74 

107 

166 

6 

10 

3 

8 

3 

The  number  of  patients  removed  to  Hospital  was  Scarlet  Fever  20,  Measles  4,  and  Poliomyelitis 
2.  In  addition  4  cases  of  Enteritis  were  removed  to  hospital. 


Immunisation,  against  Diphtheria 

This  was  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  delegated  to  the  Health  Division.  Dr. 
Walker  has  kindly  supplied  the  figures : 

The  number  of  children  immunised  in  1954  for  the  first  time  was  41  under  school  age  and  187 
of  school  age. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  a  reinforcing  dose  was  353. 
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As  many  children  received  an  immunising  injection  protecting  them  against  Whooping  Cough 
as  well  as  Diphtheria  from  private  practitioners  it  was  possible  that  the  number  of  children 
immunised  in  the  district  in  1954  was  much  greater  than  the  above  figures  would  indicate  but  these 
practitioner  figures  were  not  recorded. 

Undoubtedly  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  numbers  of  children  immunised  and  in  order 
to  stimulate  the  interest  of  the  parents,  posters  were  displayed  in  the  district  urging  parents  to  have 
their  children  protected.  This  was  a  joint  effort  with  the  Health  Division. 

A  national  propaganda  campaign  on  Radio  and  on  Television  would  do  much  to  keep  before 
parents  the  necessity  of  immunisation  to  prevent  the  return  of  Diphtheria. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

Again  a  County  responsibility  administered  via  the  Health  Division  from  which  the  following 
figures  were  obtained : 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations  .  ...  ...  ...  105 

Number  of  revaccinations  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  14 

Tuberculosis 

The  County  Council  supply  the  dispensaries  and  the  Health  Visitor  staff,  whilst  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  supply  the  Medical  staff.  The  Dispensary  for  this  area  was  at  Walton’s  Parade, 
Preston. 

Inspections,  examinations,  X-ray,  light  treatment,  and  general  medical  treatment  were  given 
at  this  dispensary . 

The  individual  cards  used  in  this  district  for  the  last  few  years  were  continued  and  proved 
most  useful,  but  their  use  would  be  much  enhanced  if  the  informations  from  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  and  from  the  Health  Visitors  were  more  expeditiously  supplied. 

During  the  year  second  cases  occurred  in  two  families  in  this  district.  This  would  appear  to 
indicate  an  incomplete  environmental  control  of  the  primary  cases  and  insufficient  supervision  of 
the  contacts. 

On  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  45  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  31 
cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  compared  with  47  and  27  respectively  in  1953. 

Notified  during  the  year  were  7  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  8  of  the  Non-respiratory 
varieties. 

Three  deaths  (2  males,  1  female)  occurred  of  Pulmonary  cases,  five  affected  persons  removed 
from  the  district  and  six  were  considered  to  have  recovered,  and  these  were  all  removed  from  the 
Register. 

The  ages  of  the  patients  notified  are  given  in  the  table  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Fortunately  the  severe  outbursts  of  Food  Poisoning  of  1953  were  not  repeated  in  1954,  in  fact 
only  two  isolated  cases  were  notified  and  even  these  were  doubtful.  Possibly  the  warning  effects  ot 
the  epidemics  of  the  previous  year  had  not  worn  off  and  people  were  more  careful  in  food  handling, 
in  the  preparation  and  cooking,  and  also  more  selective  in  their  choice  of  food.  Again  the  cessation 
of  food  rationing,  and  of  the  consequent  necessity  to  store  food  for  long  periods,  ensured  food  of 
greater  freshness  and  in  greater  variety. 
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The  public  memory  is  unfortunately  a  short  one  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  lesson  learnt 
will  not  be  forgotten,  and  that  care,  care,  and  still  more  care  will  be  devoted  to  the  hygienic  handling 
and  preparation  of  food. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  standards  of  hygiene  in  this  country  with  regard  to  food  leave 
much  to  be  desired.  Further  education  in  these  matters  is  much  needed  and  the  better  medical 
supervision  of  food  handlers,  though  a  difficult  problem,  a  necessity. 

In  last  year's  report  comment  was  made  upon  the  poor  facilities  in  schools  in  the  area,  not  only 
to  teach  the  hygiene  of  food  handling  but  even  to  provide  a  reasonable  standard  of  personal 
hygiene. 

The  efforts  of  the  Health  Department  to  preserve  and  to  improve  the  food  supply  in  a  pure 
form  were  continued  during  the  year  under  review.  Frequent  inspections  of  food  shops,  canteens, 
schoolkitchens,  restaurants,  hotels,  etc.,  were  made.  Most  of  them  were  well  conducted,  well  kept 
and  in  sound  hygienic  condition. 


Milk  and  Milk  Production 

The  comments  made  in  previous  reports  upon  the  difficulties  encountered  due  to  the  dual 
control  of  the  milk  supply  still  could  be  made  with  equal  truth  in  1954.  A  better  system  of 
co-operation  however  between  the  local  authority  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  did  much  to  smooth 

out  the  difficulties. 

Visits  to  the  farms  except  for  cases  of  Infection,  or  for  the  taking  of  samples,  were  few  in 
number  and  this  particularly  entailed  the  loss  of  useful  contacts. 

The  sampling  of  mifk  was  continued  though  with  less  vigour  than  in  previous  years  as  in  the 
summer  and  autumn  the  staff  were  fully  engaged  on  meat  inspection. 

As  in  the  probably  near  future,  Preston  and  District  will  be  declared  a  scheduled  area  in 
which  milk  of  T.T.  and  of  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  qualities  only  will  be  allowed,  an  analysis  of 
the  position  as  this  would  affect  this  area  is  now  given. 

In  1954  there  were  65  dairy  farms  in  this  district  with  approximately  1,200  cows.  Of  these 
farms,  33  produced  T.T.  milk,  25  produced  raw  milk,  which  was  sent  to  be  pasteurised,  and  7 
produced  ungraded  'milk  which  was  sold  as  such  to  the  consumer.  Nineteen  of  these  65  producers 
retailed  their  own  milk.  The  declaration  of  a  scheduled  area  would  not  therefore  entail  sweeping 
changes  in  milk  production  and  could  be  quite  easily  applied  in  this  district.  The  number  of 
distributors  in  the  district  (other  than  cowkeepers)  was  15,  of  which  6  were  located  in  dairies  and  9 
in  shops.  The  number  of  purveyors  of  milk  operating  from  outside  the  district  was  6,  all  of  which 
retailed  T.T.  or  Pasteurised  milk. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  to  dealers  to  distribute  T.T.  milk  was  13.  Eighteen  licences 
were  issued  to  dealers  to  sell  Pasteurised  milk  and  12  to  sell  Sterilised  milk. 

The  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  was  at  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  which  supplied  as 
a  wholesaler,  T.T.,  T.T.  Pasteurised,  and  Pasteurised  milks.  Brine  cooled  milk  was  also  sold  in 
bulk  from  the  depot  and  on  more  than  one  occasion  this  produced  complications  when  milk  wrongly 
designated  was  issued.  This  matter  was  discussed  with  the  County  Health  Department,  the 
licensing  authority  for  pasteurisation,  with  a  view  to  the  cessation  of  brine  cooling  at  this  depot. 

During  the  year  64  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken  for  submission  to  bacteriological  tests 
and  to  tests  for  T.B.  Twenty-four  of  these  samples  were  from  milk  produced  in  the  district  of 
which  96%  were  satisfactory  ;  and  30  were  samples  of  milk  produced  outside  the  district  of  which 
83%  wtre  satisfactory.  All  the  district-produced  samples  were  free  of  T.B.  but  one  sample  of  the 
outside  produced  milk  was  positive. 

Of  the  Pasteurised  milks,  17  samples  were  taken  and  all  were  found  to  be  correctly  heat 
treated  and  all  were  free  of  T.B. 

There  were  no  complaints  about  soiled  or  dirty  bottles. 


19 


Raw  Milks 


Samples  taken  from  Producers  in  Samples  taken  from  Producers  outside 

the  District.  the  District. 


Satisfactory 

T.B. 

Satisfactory 

T.B. 

Year 

No.  taken 

No. 

% 

present 

No.  taken 

No. 

% 

present 

1944  .... 

.  54  ... 

30  ... 

55.6 

...  0 

...  61  ... 

21 

...  33.4 

...  6 

1945  .... 

.  37  ... 

21  ... 

59.5 

...  0 

...  54  ... 

13 

...  25.0 

...  5 

1946  .... 

.  45  ... 

30  ... 

66.7 

1 

...  41  ... 

15 

...  36.5 

...  4 

1947  .... 

.  61  ... 

41  ... 

66.7 

...  3 

...  55  ... 

26 

...  47.2 

...  3 

1948  .... 

65  ... 

68.5 

...  5 

...  88  ... 

40 

...  45.4 

...  4 

1949  .... 

.  100  ... 

85  ... 

85.0 

1 

...  53  ... 

26 

...  49.0 

...  3 

1950  .... 

.  70  ... 

53  ... 

75.8 

...  1 

...  69  ... 

29 

...  39.3 

...  3 

1951  .... 

53  ... 

67.0 

...  3 

...  76  ... 

31 

...  40.7 

...  3 

1952  .... 

.  64  ... 

52  ... 

81.25 

...  3 

...  46  ... 

29 

...  63.0 

1 

1953  .... 

48  ... 

75.0 

...  0 

...  43  ... 

25 

...  58.0 

...  1 

1954 

.  24  ... 

23  ... 

95.8 

...  0 

...  30  ... 

25 

...  83.3 

1 

TOTAL 

.  653 

501  ... 

73.3 

...  17 

616 

280 

45.3 

34 

One  T.B.  sample  taken  from  mixed  churn  drippings  prior  to  pasteurisation. 


Pasteurised  Milks 


Number 

Efficiently  Heat  Treated 

Year 

Taken 

Number 

% 

1944  . 

19 

19 

100 

1945  . 

13 

13 

100 

1946  . 

14 

14 

100 

1947  . 

12 

12 

100 

1948  . 

14 

14 

100 

1949  ..... 

15 

15 

100 

1950  . 

21 

21 

100 

1951  . 

27 

27 

100 

1952  ..... 

36 

34 

94.5 

1953  . 

23 

21 

91.3 

1954  . 

17 

17 

100 

TOTAL  ... 

....  211 

207 

98.7 

Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

All  the  schools  in  the  area  received  supplie  of  milk  on  each  day  the  schools  were  open. 
Practically  all  the  milk  supplied  was  heat  treated.  Samples  of  the  milk  submitted  to  test  proved 
to  be  free  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus. 
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Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

One  sample  of  raw  milk  was  found  to  contain  the  Tubercle  Bacillus.  As  this  sample  was 
from  a  bulk  supply,  lengthy  investigations  were  involved  and  were  not  completed  by  the  year  end. 


Ice  Cream 

The  poor  weather  in  the  summer  and  autumn  hardly  encouraged  a  large  consumption  of  ice 
cream  nor  were  the  temperatures  of  the  kind  to  produce  rapid  deterioration  of  the  product.  Moreover 
the  pressure  of  work  at  the  slaughter  houses  during  the  periods  mentioned  allowed  little  time  for  the 
taking  of  samples.  Six  samples  were,  however,  taken  in  June,  3  loose  and  3  wrapped,  and  all  of 
them  proved  to  be  Grade  I.  It  would  not  be  possible  to  comment  factually  upon  such  a  small 
number  of  samples  but  the  results  were  an  improvement  upon  those  of  the  last  few  years. 

There  were  still  6  producer  retailers  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  retailers  selling  either  loose  or  wrapped  ice  cream  was  44,  the  majority,  34, 
selling  the  wrapped  variety.  All  of  these  obtained  their  ice  cream  from  manufacturers  outside  the 
district. 

In  all  11  visits  were  made  to  these  establishments. 


Meat  and  Meat  Inspection 

As  already  indicated  earlier  in  this  report,  meat  was  freed  from  rationing  early  in  the  year  and 
at  the  beginning  of  July  slaughtering  was  established  in  two  slaughter  houses  which  had  been  in 
operation  before  the  war.  An  application  was  made  on  behalf  of  a  third  slaughter  house  but  so 
many  alterations  and  improvements  would  have  been  necessary  to  bring  it  up  to  modern  hygienic 
standards  that  the  owner  decided  not  to  proceed  with  his  application  for  the  present. 

The  two  licensed  slaughter  houses  have  carried  out  all  requirements  placed  upon  them  and 
have  conducted  their  slaughtering  on  the  best  hygienic  and  humane  models.  Every  effort  was  made 
to  dispose  of  offal,  blood,  skins,  and  manure  at  regular  and  frequent  intervals,  and  it  was  never 
necessary  during  the  year  to  take  action  against  them  or  even  to  recommend  that  this  should  be 
carried  out  more  frequently. 

Stress  has  already  been  laid  earlier  in  this  report  upon  the  stringent  standards  of  inspection 
laid  down  and  adopted.  It  was  necessary  to  appoint  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  to  ensure 
that  there  would  be  no  relaxation  of  these  standards. 

A  meat  marking  scheme  was  adopted  and  put  up  to  the  Ministry  for  approval.  Strangely 
enough  there  was  some  reluctance  displayed  by  the  Ministry  to  sanction  this,  although  it  was  so 
obviously  in  the  public  interest  to  use  such  a  system.  An  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  visited  the 
slaughter  houses  and  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  the  conditions  at  each  and  later  the  meat 
marking  scheme  was  sanctioned  as  a  result. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  Leyland  U.D.C.  to  utilise  their  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  cover 
holiday  periods  and  periods  of  sickness.  This  was  a  reciprocal  arrangement. 

Financially  the  meat  marking  scheme,  with  the  volume  of  slaughter  at  such  a  high  level, 
covered  the  cost  of  the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Both  slaughter  houses  worked  to  capacity  and  this  necessitated  overtime  and  weekend 
employment  of  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors  but  this  position  was  eased  by  the  appointment  of  the 
third  Inspector.  The  volume  of  slaughter  was  much  greater  that]  anticipated,  whether  due  to  the 
freeing  of  slaughtering  facilities  or  to  the  very  bad  haytime  and  poor  harvest  necessitating  a 
reduction  in  stock,  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine.  Probably  each  factor  played  its  part. 

As  already  stated  the  standard  of  inspection  was  strict  and  in  consequence  the  amount  of 
meat  rejected  was  considerable  but  was  comparable  with  that  of  other  districts  where  the  standard 
was  of  a  similar  strictness. 

All  the  regulations,  with  regard  to  notice  of  slaughter,  were  obeyed  and  the  co-operation  of 
the  owners  was  in  every  respect  satisfactory. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  animals  and  the  rejections:  — 

Number  of 
cattle  includ- 


ing  Cows  Calves 

Sheep  &  lambs 

Pigs 

Killed  . 

3927  ...  73 

...  4218 

217 

Inspected  . 

3927  ...  73 

...  4218 

217 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

17  ...  11 

...  3 

1 

Part  carcase  condemned 

1671  ...  — 

819 

8 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B.  ... 

42.5  ...  15.1 

19.4  ... 

3.7 

T.B.  ONLY 

Whole  carcase 

46  ...  — 

— 

— 

Part  carcase 

734  ...  — 

— 

3 

%  affected  with  T.B.  ... 

19.9  ...  — 

— 

1.3 

Fifteen  carcases  were  found  to  be  infected  with  Cysticereus  Bovis. 

Condemnation  of  Food  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 

These  foods  were  in  addition  to  the  meat  above. 


Tinned  Meats  . 

Cwts. 

1 

Qrs. 

1 

lbs. 

14 

ozs. 

15 

Loose  food  . 

.  15 

2 

— 

— 

Processed  meat  . 

4 

3 

8 

8 

Tinned  fish  . 

.  - 

— 

2 

14 

Tinned  vegetables 

.  2 

— 

16 

— 

Other  foods  . 

3 

26 

— 

Total  . . 

.  24 

3 

12 

5 

Part  of  the  loose  food  was  contaminated  by  the  floods  in  January. 


Food  6C  Drugs  Act,  1938-54 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  authority  in  this  area.  Samples  were  taken  by 
the  County  Sampling  Officer  assisted  by  Mr.  Corbishley. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  supplied  the  following  figures :  — 

A  total  of  164  samples  was  obtained;  of  these  109  were  of  milk  and  the  55  others  comprised :  — 


1  Non  brewed  condiment 
1  Lemonade 
1  Crawfish,  canned 
3  Epsom  salts 

1  Kippered  herrings,  canned 
1  Pork  sausage 

1  Mustard  compound 

2  Cornflour 

1  Milk  condensed,  skimmed,  sweetened 

1  Gravy  browning 

2  Sago 

2  Camphorated  oil 
1  Lemon  curd 
1  Oatmeal 
1  Baking  Powder 

1  Beef  brown 

2  Coffee 


3  Curry  powder 
5  Tincture  of  Iodine 
3  Meat  pies 
3  Cream,  canned 
3  Self-raising  flour 
3  Zinc  ointment 
1  Cod  Liver  oil 

1  Margarine  containing  10%  butter 

1  Rum 

2  Whisky 

2  Sponge  cake  and  sponge  pudding 
mixture,  sweetened 
1  Custard  powder 
1  Ice  lollies 
1  Bread 
1  Olive  oil 
1  Ground  almonds 


All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception 
of  the  following:  — 


* 
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Sample 

1  Sago 

1  informal  milk 


1  informal  milk 
1  tincture  of  iodine 
1  tincture  of  iodine 

1  curry  powder 


1  tincture  of  iodine 


Result  of  Analysis 
Consisted  of  tapioca. 

i 

Deficient  5%  fat  whilst  the  freezing  point 
indicated  the  presence  of  6%  of  extraneous 
water. 

Deficient  6.6%  fat. 

Contained  0.06%  excess  iodine. 

Contained  0.13%  excess  iodine  and  0.25% 
excess  potassium  iodide. 

Contained  11.4%  salt  and  25%  pea  or 
bean  flour  in  addition  to  spices.  The 
Standards  Order  requires  not  less  than  85% 
spices. 

Iodine  and  potassium  iodide  both  0.13% 
above  maximum  B.P.  limits. 


Action  taken. 
Vendor  communicated 
with. 

Formal  sample  obtained. 


Vendor  notified. 

No  action  taken. 

Further  sample  obtained 
from  same  stock. 

Age  of  stock  ascertained 
and  remainder  withdrawn 
from  sale. 

Packers  communicated 
with. 


Water  Supply 

Mr.  Whittle,  the  Water  Engineer,  has  supplied  a  detailed  report  upon  matters  affecting  the 
supply  of  water  to  this  area.  This  report  is  appended. 

The  Government  'has  not  issued  any  further  instructions  or  comments  upon  the  question  of 
Fluorides  in  water.  Investigations  in  nominated  areas  are  still  in  progress. 

The  chemical  analyses  of  each  water  supply  (Thirlmere  and  Preston)  were  satisfactory.  No 
plumbo-solvent  action  was  found.  Nitrites  and  Nitrates  were  in  quantities  only  consistent  with  a 
good  drinkable  water.  There  was  no  free  Chlorine  and  the  residuum  of  combined  Chlorine  was 
insufficient  to  be  detectable  by  taste.  Four  bacteriological  tests  were  made.  All  were  satisfactory. 
Three  of  these  were  private  supplies. 


Drains  and  Sewerage 

There  w ere  small  areas  on  the  periphery  of  the  district  not  yet  sewered.  The  rapid  house 
building  rendered  some  of  the  sewers  insufficient  in  capacity  to  carry  a  full  load  particularly  in  times 
of  heavy  rainfall  when  backing  up  occurred.  The  sewage  works  tended  to  become  overloaded  but 
the  effluent  discharged  into  a  tidal  portion  of  the  river. 

It  has  already  been  stressed  in  former  reports  that  the  new  standards  of  effluent  demanded  by 
the  Rivers  Board,  even  when  discharged  into  tidal  waters,  required  greatly  increased  digestion  and 
treatment  of  sewage. 

Each  year,  with  more  houses  and  increased  population,  this  problem  will  become  more  acute. 

The  negotiations  with  the  Ministry  for  authority  to  lay  new  sewers,  to  replace  old  ones  and  to 
extend  the  sewage  works  have  been  successful  and  portion  of  the  work  was  in  progress  towards  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Further  details  of  the  work  in  progress  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Race's  report  which  is  appended.. 


Closet  Accommodation 

There  were  no  conversions  in  1954. 

The  table  below  has  been  altered  to  show  the  position  at  twenty  year  intervals  with  the  current 
year  added.  It  gives  a  graphic  picture  of  the  improvements  made  in  the  last  forty  years. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation 


1910 

1930 

1950 

1954 

No.  of  privy  closets  . 

.  621 

42 

2 

2 

No  of  pail  closets  ....... 

.  1093 

309 

123 

103 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  ....  345 

303 

196 

137 

No.  of  water  closets  . 

.  694 

2621 

4101 

4641 

No.  of  ashpits  . 

.  1499 

285 

47 

46 

No.  of  ash  pails  . 

.  1058 

2755 

4362 

4751 

Public  Cleansing 

Each  year’s  increase  of  houses 

adds  to  this 

work,  but  the 

increased 

use  of 

made  possible  the  regular  weekly  removal  of  house  refuse.  Mechanical  defects  in  the  wagons, 
which  were  somewhat  aged,  did  interrupt  the  regular  service  at  times  but  the  replacement  by  new 
vehicles  during  the  year  did  much  to  mitigate  these  interruptions  to  the  service. 

The  Council's  tip  was  used  for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  and  it  was  operated  on  the  controlled 
tipping  system. 

Further  details  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Corbishley's  Report. 


Sanitary  Inspections 

The  number  of  inspections  in  1954  was  2,464,  a  reduction  upon  the  number  in  1953  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  other  sides  of  the  work,  but  comparing  with  the  average  number  for  other  years.  In 
the  course  of  these  visits  333  defects  were  discovered  and  249  of  them  abated  by  the  end  of  the  year 
— for  which  243  informal  notices  were  served  and  14  statutory.  There  was  one  court  case — a 
successful  one — ordering  the  removal  of  a  caravan. 

Under  the  Shops  Acts,  1950,  65  shops  were  inspected  for  the  County  Council,  which  was  the 
responsible  authority  for  the  administration  of  this  Act. 

The  number  of  visits  made  for  disinfection  in  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  was  42,  a  considerably 
less  number  than  in  the  previous  year. 

For  housing  defects,  914  visits  were  made  to  726  houses,  28  houses  were  found  to  be  in  a  state 
dangerous  to  health  and  220  houses  had  defects  mainly  of  a  less  serious  character.  Of  these,  197 
were  rendered  fit  as  the  result  of  informal  action,  2  had  formal  notices  served  and  the  other  repairs 
were  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Bakehouses 

These  places  were  all  inspected  during  the  year.  They  were  16  in  number  and  they  were 
found  to  be  well  conducted  and  the  hygienic  conditions  did  not  require  any  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Health  Department. 


Factories 

As  in  other  years  visits  were  made  to  mills,  factories  and  workshops  in  connection  with 
general  sanitation,  smoke  abatement  and  for  matters  in  general.  The  canteens  connected  to  certain 
works  were  visited  frequently. 

The  ambulance  rooms  also  were  visited,  some  of  these  are  very  good  and  well  run.  Others 
were  inconveniently  placed  and  suggestions  were  made  for  their  improvement. 

Co-operation  was  excellent  and  any  improvements  suggested  were  readily  adopted. 

Although  the  quality  of  the  meals  provided  at  the  canteens  was  exceptionally  good  and  the 
conditions  for  eating  most  excellent,  yet  the  employees  failed  to  patronise  these  canteens  to  the 
extent  which  they  deserved. 

It  would  appear  that  the  meat  pie  or  chips  appealed  more  to  the  operatives  than  a  substantial 
well  cooked  meal  at  a  most  reasonable  cost,  something  of  a  reflection  on  their  knowledge  of  food 
values ! 


V” 
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Housing  and  Housing  Conditions 

The  number  of  new  bouses  erected  in  the  district  in  1954  was  138:— 36  by  the  Council,  4  by 
Lancashire  County  Council  and  98  by  other  bodies  or  persons.  No  flats  were  erected  in  this  year. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  list  was  approximately  400,  an  increase  on  that  of 
the  previous  year. 

In  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  20  flats  and  43  three-bedroomed  houses  and  in 
contemplation  32  fiats  and  possibly  68  houses,  dependant  upon  the  quota  of  houses  allowed  by  the 
Minister. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  was  726  which  necessitated  914  visits.  Two 
hundred  and  forty-eight  were  found  to  be  unfit  and  197  were  rendered  fit  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  clearance  area  was  declared  and  awaited  Ministerial  approval.  It  comprised  13  houses. 

Sixteen  houses  had  preliminary  demolition  orders  served  upon  them.  In  the  absence  of 
opposition,  the  formal  notices  will  be  served  in  1955  as  insufficient  time  had  elapsed  by  the  end  of 
the  year  to  arrange  to  rehouse  the  tenants  or  to  serve  the  formal  notices. 

It  was  necessary  to  disinfect  8  houses  in  1954,  3  Council  and  5  other  houses,  by  liquids,  gas 
and  powdered  disinfectants. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  for  Infectious  or  other  diseases  was  42.  Formalin  was  used 
in  spray  form. 

There  were  3  caravans  in  the  district  licensed  for  temporary  period's  of  twelve  months. 


Private  Streets 

There  were  no  streets  made  up  in  1954.  Cinnamon  Hill  estate,  a  private  enterprise  building 
scheme,  made  up  its  own  streets  as  it  proceeded. 


Schools 

There  were  11  schools  in  the  area  and  3  of  these  had  unsatisfactory  yard  surfaces.  Ten  of 
them  were  equipped  with  water  closets,  one  with  trough  closets  and  all  were  connected  to  the  public 
sewers. 

It  is  distressing  to  report  that  only  two  of  the  schools  had  satisfactory  washing  facilities.  This 
must  be  considered  to  be  a  severe  criticism  of  our  educational  methods,  where  there  are  insufficient 
facilities  to  give  practical  lessons  on  the  necessity  for  cleanliness,  not  only  generality,  but  particularly 
before  and  after  food. 

Many  of  these  schools  are  old  but  they  should  at  least  have  some  modem  facilities. 

Smoke  Abatement  Act 

Industry  was  still  supplied  at  times  with  very  poor  quality  solid  fuels  which  caused  difficulties 
in  the  control  of  smoke  and  grit  emission. 

Strict  observations  were  made  of  all  the  factory  chimneys  throughout  the  year  and  the  quality 
of  the  smoke  emitted  duly  noted.  Many  of  these  observations  were  daily  ones  over  a  period. 

Frequent  visits  were  made  to  the  various  works,  when  the  smoke  effluent  was  unsatisfactory. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  efficient  stoking  at  frequent  intervals  such  as  provided  by 
mechanical  stokers  with  property  regulated  ventilating  doors  does  produce  a  smoke  emission  which  is 
controlled  and  inoffensive.  Even  where  hand  firing  is  in  operation  the  well  trained  and  intelligent 
stoker  can  produce  a  smoke  emission  which  should  never  be  black  and  rarely  voluminous.  Grit 
emission  is  a  sign  of  grossly  inefficient  stoking  and  financially  exhibits  a  large  loss  of  thermal 
efficiency. 

The  Beaver  Committee  ended  its  deliberations  and  in  the  autumn  issued  a  report  which  in  all 
essentials  was  the  same  as  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  joint 
meeting  of  local  authorities  at  Bamber  Bridge  in  1952. 
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The  Government  have  given  an  undertaking  to  produce  a  Bill  laying  down  conditions  for  the 
control  of  smoke  abatement  but  when  and  how  strong  can  be  only  a  matter  for  surmise.  It  should 
be  soon,  and  the  matter  tied  up  by  no  half  measures,  not  only  to  control  industrial  smoke  but  to 
diminish  the  amount  of  domestic  smoke. 

Opportunity  was  taken  during  the  year  to  give  addresses  and  lectures  in  the  district  and  outside 
it  to  various  bodies  on  this  question.  These  addresses  were  illustrated  by  photographs,  taken  in  the 
district,  and  by  samples  of  grit. 

As  the  result  of  the  observations  made,  statutory  notices  to  abate  the  nuisance  were  made  on 
two  industrial  undertakings,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  two  others  were  being  observed  daily  with 
a  view  to  similar  action  in  their  case. 

On  the  whole  the  industrial  chimneys  in  this  area  compare  more  than  favourably  with 
neighbouring  authorities  but  there  is  room  tor  improvement  still. 

Testimony  must  be  made  to  the  proprietors  of  the  various  works  for  their  interest  in  this 
matter  and  for  their  desire  to  co-operate  where  possible. 

The  domestic  chimneys,  which  produce  more  than  50%  of  the  smoke,  present  a  difficult  problem. 
It  is  an  inherent  characteristic  of  the  inhabitant  of  this  country  to  like  and  to  want  his  open  coal 
fire.  It  matters  little  that  by  his  indulgence  in  this  habit  of  mind  damage  to  his  own  health  and  to 
that  of  his  neighbours  may  result.  Many  householders  have  done  something  to  reduce  this  peril  by 
fitting  modern  grates  which  have  a  much  lower  solid  fuel  consumption. 

Undoubtedly  the  “Smokeless  Zone"  is  the  remedy,  but  the  development  of  this  must  be  made 
easy  and  financially  as  small  a  burden  as  possible. 


New  Legislation  in  1954  (with  comments  thereon) 

The  Puerpural  Pyrexia  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1954. 

(In  addition  to  the  notification  a  probable  cause  must  be  stated.  This  makes  the  reason  for 
notification  more  apparent). 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1954. 

(Deals  with  the  restriction  of  private  slaughter  houses  and  their  ultimate  closure). 

The  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  filling  materials  Regulations,  1954. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1954. 

» 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1*954. 

(Defining  the  term  “  Distributor  ”  and  regulating  the  position  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board). 
(Defining  an  “  Attested  Herd  ”  and  further  regulating  the  licensing  of  Milk  Marketing 
Boards). 

The  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1954. 

(Regularises  the  position  of  the  U.S.A.  Air  Force  in  this  country). 

The  Slaughter  Houses  Act,  1954. 

(Deals  with  the  registration  by  local  sanitary  authorities  of  private  slaughter  houses  for  the 
interim  period  until  centralised  slaughter  houses  can  be  established). 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1954. 

(Encouraging  methods  of  humane  slaughter  and  the  use  of  humane  killers). 

The  Housing  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  (Rent  Tribunal)  Regulations,  1954. 

The  Rent  Restrictions  Regulations,  1954. 

The  Housing  (Form  of  Orders  and  Notices)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1954. 
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The  Housing  (Declaration  of  Unfitness)  Regulations,  1954. 

(Making  certain  alterations  to  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  Many  of  these  regulations  are- 
unnecessarily  complex  and  indeed  almost  unworkable.  The  object  of  these  regulations  to 
encourage  the  repair  of  older  houses  could  be  attained  by  simpler  regulations). 

l'he  Local  Land  Charges  (Amendment)  Rules,  1954. 

(Deals  with  planning  charges). 

The  Town  and  Country  Planning  (Development  Plans)  Amendment  Regulations,  1954. 

(Further  regulations  for  Town  Planning). 

Lancashire  County  Council  Byelaws,  Good  Rule  and  Government. 


Reports  Appended 

(1)  Report  of  Mr.  Corbishley,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2)  Report  of  Mr.  Race,  Surveyor  and  Engineer. 

(3)  Report  of  Mr.  Whittle,  Water  Engineer. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  support  and  courtesy  extended  to  me 
by  Members  of  the  Council  collectively  and  individually. 

My  thanks  to  the  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  cooperation. 

And  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  loyalty,  of  the  good  work  under,  at  many  times,  difficult 
circumstances,  and  for  their  co-operation  to  every  member  of  the  Public  Health  Staff. 


April,  1955 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  G.  WRAY. 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

for  the  Year  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Walton-le-Dale  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  preparing  and  submitting  to  you  the  following  report  for  1954. 

The  environmental  and  other  services  of  the  department  were  reasonably  well  maintained 
during  the  year  although  some  aspects  of  the  work  had  to  be  shelved  for  a  time  from  July  onwards. 
This  was  due  to  the  heavy  burden  and  responsibility  resulting  from  the  inspection  of  carcase  meat  at 
two  private  slaughter-houses  licensed  by  the  Council  on  the  decontrol  of  meat  supplies.  Such 
matters  as  Atmospheric  Pollution,  Closet  Conversions  and  Shops  Inspection  had  less  attention  paid  to 
them  although  during  December,  when  a  second  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  commenced  duty,  it 
was  possible  to  begin  to  overtake  some  of  the  work  which  had  accumulated. 

Another  factor  during  the  first  month  of  the  year  causing  additional  work  was  the  severe  flood 
which  took  place  at  Walton-le-Dale.  Prevention  of  Disease  amongst  the  residents  became  priority 
No.  1  so,  armed  with  supplies  of  disinfectant  and  soap,  a  small  army  of  officials  and  workmen 
descended  upon  the  village  and  distributed  over  50  gallons  of  disinfectant  and  2  cwt.  of  soap  in 
small  lots  within  a  few  hours  after  the  flood  had  subsided.  Free  supplies  of  coal  were  delivered  to 
all  affected  households  (2  cwt.  each,  80  houses  in  all)  who  did,  I  am  sure,  appreciate  what  was 
done  for  them. 
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Knowing  that  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  was  to  come  into  operation  on  August 
30th,  and  having  been  instructed  by  the  Council  to  undertake  the  duties  under  Part  II  of  the  Act, 
we  were  a  little  apprehensive  as  to  the  reactions  that  this  new  piece  of  legislation  would  produce  on 
owners  of  property  regarding  rent  increases.  Fortunately  for  the  department  at  the  time,  no  big 
response  was  made  by  owners  and  therefore  only  a  small  number  of  applications  were  received 
from  occupiers  for  ”  Certificates  of  Disrepair/’  A  full  appraisal  of  the  section  of  this  work  appears 
under  the  Housing  part  of  the  report. 

In  the  following  table  and  sub-sections  of  the  report  it  is  possible  to  gain  some  idea  of  the 
nature  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  although  it  is  not  generally  realised  that 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  such  a  wide  variety  of  subjects  which  come  under  the  head¬ 
ing  of  ”  Sanitary  Inspections.”' 

New  legislation  dealing  with  the  health  and  well-being  of  the  population  brings  with  it  another 
job  for  the  department  and  even  various  legislations  made  by  Parliament  which  do  not  always  have 
a  bearing  on  the  health  of  the  people,  but  which  no  other  department  wish  to  accept  as  their  respon¬ 
sibility  generally  finds  its  way  to  that  department  called  the  ”  Cinderella  of  the  Service,”  which 
has  to  be  a  Jack  of  all  Trades  and  master  of  them  all. 


1.  General. 

Water  Supply 
Drainage 

Flood  Relief  . 

Factories 
Rodent  Control 
Atmospheric  Pollution  ... 
Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal 
Shops 

Tents,  Vans  &  Sheds 
Drains  Tested 
Closet  Conversions 

Reinspections  . 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 


25 

378 

534 

14 

13 

68 

30 

32 

38 

13 

21 

27 

167 

89 


2.  Housing. 

Inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  . . . 
Inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Filthy  or  verminous  dwellings 
Housing  Applicants  . 


67 

90 

8 

7 


3.  Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  .  27 

Miscellaneous  visits  into  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  12 


4.  Meat  and  Food  Inspections. 

Bakehouses 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

Butchers  . 

Milk — Bacteriological  . . . 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Miscellaneous  Food  visits 


9 

11 

8 

33 

9 

17 
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Closet  Conversions. 

The  work  of  converting  waste  water  and  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  during  the  year 
was  not  proceeded  with  due  to  other  additional  important  works  but  in  December  it  was  possible  to 
invite  tenders  from  Contractors  for  eight  conversions  which  will  be  carried  out  early  in  1955. 

The  closet  accommodation  was  therefore  the  same  as  last  year  with  the  exception  of  those 
houses  where  additional  fresh  water  closets  were  installed.  These  numbered  14,  which  brought  the 
total  to  4641. 

Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  4641  Pail  Closets  .  193 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  137  Privy  Closets  ...  ...  2 


Summary  of  Notices  served  and  defects  remedied  in  compliance  with  Formal  QC  Informal  Notices 


Notices  Served  Complied  with  Outstanding 

at  31/12/54 

Formal  14  14  Nil 

Informal  243  220  23 

Gutters  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Roofs  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  15 

Sinks  and  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .  4 

Fireplaces  repaired  .  4 

Floors  repaired .  3 

Perished  pointing  to  window  reveals  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Plasterwork  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.C.  repaired  or  renewed  .  7 

House  walls  repointed  ...  . . .  .  1 

Drains  repaired  or  relaid  .  177 

Dustbins  renewed  .  .  ...  5 

Window  frames  renewed  .  2 

Miscellaneous  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


Total  defects  remedied  ...  ...  255 


Housing. 

Action  by  the  Government  on  Housing  Repairs  and  demolition  of  insanitary  dwellings  pro¬ 
mised  in  1954  finally  came  into  effect  on  August  30th. 

This  Act  was  received  with  mixed  feelings  by  owners  and  administrators  alike.  It  could  not 
be  predicted  what  effect  Part  II  would  have  generally.  It  appeared  a  difficult  section  to  operate, 
it  rather  looks  as  if  the  good  houses  will  be  made  even  better  and  the  poorer  houses  worse. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  some  13  applications  had  been  received  from  occupiers  for  certificates 
of  disrepair.  In  all  except  one  case  certificates  were  issued  by  the  Council.  Judging  from  the 
initial  stages  it  would  appear  that  owners  are  in  the  main  unable  to  fulfil  the  first  condition  entitling 
them  to  an  increase  in  rent  namely — having  spent  at  least  6  times  the  “  statutory  deduction  ”  on 
their  property  during  3  out  of  the  last  4  years. 

Local  Authorities  will,  I  feel  sure,  have  to  make  systematic  house  to  house  inspection  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  section  9  of  the  Act,  which  will  compel  owners  to  cany  out  repairs  for  which  they  will 
be  entitled  to  increased  rent. 

Preliminary  arrangements  were  made  to  assess  the  housing  position  with  particular  reference  to 
totally  unfit  houses  and  although  the  Housing  Survey  is  not  complete  a  full  report  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Council  in  1955. 
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Drainage. 

It  will  be  noted  that  considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  drainage  work  at  various  dwellings 
and  business  premises.  Where  notification  is  received  of  a  choked  drain  every  effort  is  made  to 
remove  the  stoppage  by  “  plunging  ”  or  rodding  from  an  inspection  chamber  within  24  hours. 
Where  this  is  not  possible  the  owner  is  contacted  and  arrangements  made  to  obtain  a  contractor  to 
open  the  drain,  clear,  and  if  necessary  effect  a  repair. 

When  the  enlargement  and  alteration  to  the  existing  sewerage  system  in  the  district  is  com¬ 
plete  it  may  be  that  the  number  of  stoppages  will  be  less  frequent  due  to  absence  of  surcharging, 
which  causes  considerable  quantities  of  sludge  to  be  deposited  in  private  drains. 


Rodent  Control. 

Due  to  maintained  efforts  during  previous  years  the  problem  of  rodent  infestation  has  been 
•considerably  reduced.  All  business  premises  and  dwelling  houses  where  a  complaint  is  received,  are 
visited,  and  where  any  infestation  is  found,  treated  by  the  methods  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  It  was  necessary  to  treat  38  dwellings,  24  business  premises,  and  over 
200  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  Agricultural  property  and  where 
an  infestation  existed  the  owner  advised  to  take  out  a  contract  for  extermination  with  the  County 
Agricultural  Committee. 

“  Warfarin,"  now  firmly  established  as  an  effective  poison,  has  eased  the  work  of  the  Rodent 
Operator  who  is  employed  part-time  on  this  work  about  2  days  each  week.  The  annual  test  baiting 
of  sewers  was  carried  out  again  and  a  small  infestation  was  found  to  exist  in  one  part  of  the  district. 


Food  Inspection. 

This  section  of  the  report  in  previous  years  has  been  concerned  only  with  small  quantities  of 
food  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  after  complaint  by  a  retail  or  wholesale  grocer.  These 
foods  included  a  quantity  of  tinned  goods  and  a  smaller  quantity  of  fresh  food.  During  1954,  how¬ 
ever,  inspection  of  food  became  the  centre  of  our  activities  and  not  only  were  we  concerned  with  the 
inspection  of  large  quantities  of  meat  to  be  consumed  inside  the  district  hut  also  for  supplies  to  adjoin¬ 
ing  districts  which  served  a  population  of  between  80  and  100.000  people. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Upon  the  de-control  of  meat  in  July,  private  slaughtering  was  reintroduced,  and  two  private 
slaughter-houses  within  the  district  have  been  licensed.  Regular  daily  visits  have  been  made  to  both 
slaughter-houses,  and  ante-mortem  inspections  of  all  animals  have  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
the  Memorandum  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Since  de-control,  8,435  animals  have  been  slaughtered  and  inspected,  including  3,927  beasts, 
4,218  sheep,  217  pigs  and  73  calves. 


Tuberculosis. 

The  total  number  of  animals  found  to  be  infected  with  varying  degrees  of  tuberculosis  was 
787,  representing  9.3%  of  the  total  number  of  animals  inspected.  This  included  19.9%  of  the  beasts 
(784),  and  1.9%  of  the  pigs  (4).  Calves  and  sheep  were  found  to  be  free  from  this  disease. 

Forty-six  beast  carcases  with  all  offal  were  rejected  as  unfit,  representing  0.5%  of  the  total 
number  of  animals  inspected. 


Cysticercus  Bovis. 

Fifteen  carcases  were  found  to  be  infected  with  localised  cysticercus  bovis,  all  such  carcases 
were  forwarded  immediately  to  a  nearby  cold  storage  plant,  and  there  subjected  to  a  temperature 
not  exceeding  20° F.  for  a  period  of  three  weeks. 
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Other  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  animals  found  to  be  infected  with  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis,  was 
2,509.  These  diseases  included  actinomycosis,  distomatosis,  cavernous  angioma,  pleurisy,  pneumonia 
epicarditis,  mastitis  and  johne's  disease.  This  represented  29.7%  of  the  total  number  of  animals 
inspected  and  included  42.5%  of  the  beasts  (1,671),  19.4%  of  the  sheep  (819),  7.3%  of  the  pigs  (16), 
and  15.1%  of  the  calves  (11). 

Thirty -two  carcases  with  all  offal  were  rejected  as  unfit  (including  11  calves,  3  sheep  and  one 
pig  carcase)  for  such  diseases  and  conditions  as  septicaemia,  septic  pleurisy,  septic  mastitis,  septic 
metritis,  immaturity  and  decomposition,  representing  0.4%  of  the  total  number  of  animals  inspected. 

Anthrax. 

One  case  of  suspected  anthrax  in  a  dead  cow  immediately  outside  the  district  was  notified  to 
the  Police  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act.  No  confirmed  cases  were  reported. 


Diseased  Meat 


Beef 

Mutton 

Pork 

Veal 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 

47  13  —  124 

6  —  21 

2  2  4 

7  2  — 


Total  .  48  9  1  9J 


The  amount  of  meat  including  offal  rejected  as  unfit  for  all  diseases  including  tuberculosis  was 
108,565^  lbs.  This  represents  3.8%  of  the  total  amount  of  2,821,545  lbs.  inspected. 

The  Regulations  governing  the  disposal  of  unsound  meat  provide  for  surrender  of  such  meat 
to  the  local  authority.  Although  this  meat  is  “  surrendered,  ”  it  is  disposed  of  in  most  cases  by 
the  owner,  and  difficulty  in  checking  on  the  ultimate  destination  of  such  meat  is  sometimes 
experienced  by  local  authorities.  In  this  district  condemned  meat  and  offal  is  stained  by  means  of  a 
green  dye  before  release  from  the  slaughterhouse,  and  is  collected  daily  by  two  private  contractors 
outside  the  district.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  local  authorities,  in  whose  districts  the 
contractors  operate,  to  be  able  to  exercise  full  supervision  over  the  ultimate  disposal  of  such  meat 

The  time  is  now  opportune  for  the  government,  when  considering  the  proposed  new  byelaws 
for  slaughter-houses,  to  make  new  regulations  governing  the  treatment  and  disposal  of  unsatisfactory 
meat,  and  so  ensure  that  all  rejected  meat  is  disposed  of,  or  treated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent 
such  meat  being  used  in  any  food  product  for  human  consumption. 

Food  rejected  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  Retail  Food  Shops. 


cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Tinned  Meat 

1 

1 

14 

15 

Loose  food 

15 

2 

— 

— 

Carcase  and  Processed  Meat  ... 

4 

3 

8 

8 

Tinned  Fish 

2 

14 

Tinned  Vegetables 

2 

— 

16 

— 

Other  Foods 

3 

26 

— 

Total  ...  1  ton  4 

3 

12 

5 

Loose  Food — Part  of  this  item  was  contaminated  during  the  flood  at  Walton-le-Dale  in 
January. 
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Milk  and  Ice  Cream. 

Regular  sampling  of  these  important  foods  has  continued  during  the  year  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  see  the  improvements  achieved  in  the  purity,  especially  since  1946. 

The  standard  of  premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  has  steadily  improved.  There  are 
now  no  producers  in  the  district  making  this  product  by  the  "  cold  ”  method.  All  cream  is 
pasteurised  before  freezing.  More  ice  cream  is  made  into  blocks  and  wrapped  prior  to  sale.  This 
ensures  that  the  product  is  sold  to  the  public  in  a  purer  condition  than  if  it  was  sold  loose.  A  total 
of  9  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises. 


Disinfections. 

All  premises  where  Infectious  Disease  occurred  other  than  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were 
disinfected  with  formalin  either  after  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital  or  terminal  disinfection 
where  the  patient  was  nursed  at  home. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  number  of  premises  and  articles  dealt  with. 

Dwellings  ...  .  ...  ...  42 

Parcels  of  Bedding  .  ...  ...  368 

Beds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Books  .  32 

In  addition  4  beds  were  destroyed  at  the  request  of  occupiers  after  the  death  of  a  relative. 

Verminous  Premises. 

The  number  of  verminous  premises  treated  during  the  year,  showed  a  decrease  upon  the 
previous  year,  8  against  18  in  1953,  in  no  instance  was  any  serious  infestation  encountered. 
One  school  was  also  treated  for  cockroach  infestation. 

The  bulk  of  this  work  was  again  confined  to  the  eradiction  of  the  cockroach  and  ant,  treatment 
included  the  use  of  insecticides,  both  liquid  and  powder. 

Other  vermin  dealt  with  included  bed-bugs  and  fleas,  although  the  work  entailed  in  the  dis¬ 
infestation  of  premises  from  these  vermin,  was  small  in  comparison  with  the  former. 

In  all  cases,  re-visits  are  made,  and  where  necessary,  further  treatments  carried  out,  until  the 
complete  eradiction  of  vermin  is  assured. 


Public  Cleansing. 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  service  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during  the  year  although  difficulties  were  ex¬ 
perienced  in  July  and  onwards  when  the  two  Dodge  Vehicles  were  taken  off  the  road  by  the  Ministry 
of  Transport.  These  were  eventually  replaced  by  two  Karrier  Bantam  vehicles  but  the  interim 
period  was  bridged  in  a  makeshift  kind  of  way  by  the  employment  of  a  hired  open  wagon  to  assist 
in  the  refuse  collection  from  the  district.  This  proved  a  burden  on  the  administration  and  was  a 
costly  service.  Foresight  by  administrators  in  earlier  years  would  have  saved  this  trouble  and 
expense. 

Refuse  was  collected  from  140  additional  premises  during  the  year  making  a  total  of  5,012 
premises  in  the  district  which  are  visited  once  every  7  working  days. 

Disposal. 

Disposal  of  the  house  and  trade  waste  was  continued  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  on  the 
new  tip  extension.  Stripping  of  the  top  soil  was  recommenced  in  April  but  was  suddenly  suspended 
in  May  after  a  fatal  accident  involving  the  driver  of  the  Tractor  engaged  in  the  stripping  operation. 
This  unfortunate  accident  deprived  the  department  of  one  of  its  most  capable  employees  and 
although  no  negligence  could  be  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  Local  Authority,  and  I  feel  confi¬ 
dent  that  no  risk  or  carelessness  could  be  attributed  to  the  driver  himself,  it  would  appear  that  the 
time  had  come  when  this  man’s  life  had  to  cease  and  God  called  him  from  this  world  to  a  higher 
place  above. 
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Salvage. 

Receipts  from  the  sale  of  salvage  increased  during  1954,  so  did  also  the  amount  of  paper 
and  textiles  collected  and  disposed  of.  The  estimated  income  of  £1,900  was  exceeded  by  just  over 
£300.  The  upward  trend  in  prices  and  material  continued  slowly  and  maybe  the  end  of  1955  will 
see  a  further  increase,  although  I  would  deplore  a  situation  similar  to  1951  when  income  from  this- 
valuable  reclaimed  material  went  “  haywire  "  and  out  of  all  proportion  to  its  true  value. 


Summary  of  Analysis. 

Year  ending  31st  March,  1955:  — 

Gross  Expenditure 

Gross  Income  (estimated)  ... 

Nett  Expenditure  . . 

Population 

No.  of  Houses  Scavenged 


£  s.  d. 
10,373  0  0 

2,256  16  3 

8,116  3  9 

15,090 

4,885 


Comparative  Cost  of  House  Refuse  Collection  for  the  Years  1924,  1944  and  1954. 


Year 

1924 

1944 

1954 

No.  of  Houses  Scavenged 

. . . 

2,823 

4,126 

4,885 

Gross  Cost  of  Service 

. . . 

£2,205 

£4,402 

£10,373 

Salvage  and  other  credits 

. . . 

Nil 

£1,586 

£2,256 

Nett  cost  of  Service . 

•  •  • 

£2,205 

£2,815 

£8,116 

Wages  of  house  refuse  collectors  and  motor  drivers. 

Collectors  weekly  . £2  0s.  Od.  £3  6s.  9d.  £7  3s.  Od. 

Drivers  weekly  . . £2  16s.  Od.  £4  Os.  Od.  £7  13s.  Od. 

Collection  and  Sales  of  Salvage. 

The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  and  materials  sold  and  the  amounts  received  for: 
Salvage  during  the  year  1954:  — 


Bales 

Ts. 

Cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs . 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  . 

2903 

...  199 

1 

3 

— 

...  1,523 

4 

6 

Textiles 

188 

...  12 

2 

2 

1 

...  232 

6 

2 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  ... 

— 

1 

8 

— 

4 

177 

4 

11 

Cast  and  Light  Iron  ... 

— 

...  10 

12 

2 

16 

58 

9 

4 

Kitchen  Waste 

— 

...  59 

2 

— 

— 

...  229 

2 

4 

addition — 

282 

6 

3 

21 

...  £2219 

7 

3 

Trade  Waste  deposited 

at  the  Tip  (est.) 

— 

•  •  • 

740 

— 

— 

— 

36 

19 

0 

Total 

...  1022 

6 

3 

21 

...  £2256 

16 

3 
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The  Council  commenced  the  collection  of  salvage  in  May,  1940.  The  following  table  shows  the 
tonnage  sold  and  the  amounts  received  each  year  by  the  sales  of  salvaged  materials :  — 


Year 

Tons 

Cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

5. 

d. 

1940  ... 

.  129 

3 

3 

18 

426 

18 

4 

1941  ... 

.  194 

7 

3 

0 

828 

10 

8 

1942  ... 

.  280 

5 

1 

5 

...  1,148 

5 

1 

1943  ... 

.  376 

4 

1 

16 

...  1,424 

18 

0 

1944  ... 

.  463 

6 

2 

0 

...  1,576 

17 

8 

1945  ... 

...  491 

9 

1 

11 

...  1,607 

19 

9 

1946  ... 

...  335 

1 

2 

24 

...  1,360 

0 

7 

1947  ... 

* 

.  398 

19 

1 

15 

...  1,685 

19 

1 

1948  ... 

.  510 

0 

2 

0 

...  2,211 

15 

7 

1949  ... 

.  490 

18 

3 

24 

...  2,343 

13 

8 

1950  ... 

.  412 

7 

0 

7 

...  2,108 

15 

7 

1951  ... 

.  385 

12 

3 

26 

...  3,787 

4 

9 

1952  .:. 

.  388 

18 

1 

1 

...  2,521 

13 

2 

1953  ... 

.  382 

9 

0 

19 

....  2,331 

13 

1 

1954  ... 

.  282 

6 

3 

21 

...  2,256 

16 

3 

Total  ,..  5,521 

12 

0 

19 

...£27,621 

1 

3 

In  concluding  my  report  I  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  support  and  guid¬ 
ance  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  goodwill 

shown  during  the  year. 

To  the  other  members  of  the  Health  Department,  Mr.  J.  R.  Williams,  Mr.  K.  Walmsley  (who 
commenced  duty  on  December  1st),  Miss  A.  Wood  and  the  staff  of  the  House  Refuse  Service,  I 
desire  to  thank  them  most  cordially  for  the  help  received  and  the  excellent  co-operation  which  has 
existed  within  the  Department. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  N.  CORBISHLEY, 

M.S.I.A.,  M.R.S.I. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  & 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


This  brief  report  covers  the  period  1st  January,  1954,  to  31st  December,  1954:  — 

1.  Highways. 

There  was  a  welcome  but  small  increase  in  the  amount  of  money  allotted  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  Class  I  and  II  Roads  during  the  period,  but  unfortunately  a  reduction  in  the  allotment 
by  the  Council  for  Unclassified  Roads  although  the  length  had  increased.  Funds  made  available 
were  quite  inadequate  to  keep  the  roads  serviceable  with  increased  costs  and  great  increase  in  traffic. 
No  forward  programme  policy  appears  to  be  under  active  consideration  by  any  of  the  Authorities 
involved. 


Authorised  expenditure  over  the  last  5  years  was:  — 


Classification 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

Class  I  Roads  (3.07  miles) 

£3228 

(£1051  /ml.) 

£1145 

£1950 

£2775 

£2700 

Class  II  Roads  (2.22  miles)  . 

£3231 

(£1456 /ml.) 

£1150 

£1330 

£1333 

£1000 

Class  III  Roads  (2.39  miles) 

£1041* 
(£436/ ml.) 

£4455 

£1370 

£673 

£1000 

Unclassified  Roads  (14.43  mis.  1954)  ... 

£6315 
(£438 /ml.) 

£8612 

£7910 

£7584 

£6000 

Totals  ...  ...  . ..  ...i 

£13815 

£15362 

£12560 

£12365 

£10700 

*  Plus  £3,900  for  one  major  improvement  scheme  at  Hennel  Lane. 

The  completion  of  the  Hennel  Lane  Improvement  between  Chorley  Road  A. 6.,  and  the 
Council’s  Housing  Estate  was  at  last  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  work  commenced. 

A  scheme  for  the  lighting  of  Watkin  Lane  with  140  watt.  Sodium  lamps  on  25ft.  columns  was, 
prepared  and  carried  out. 


2.  Private  Streets. 

Schemes  for  the  making-up  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  1892,  were  prepared  for :  — 
Bridge  Street,  Higher  Walton  ;  2  Back  Passages  at  Lostock  Hall  ;  Oakland  Street  ;  Teven  Street  ; 
Havelock  Terrace  ;  Bridge  Street,  B amber  Bridge  and  Green  Drive. 

Schemes  were  approved  and  notices  served  for  Bridge  Street,  Higher  Walton  and  2  Passages 
at  Lostock  Hall. 

Green  Drive  was  submitted  to  the  Council  but  not  approved. 

Grove  Road  was  proposed  to  be  made  up  by  Messrs.  Atkinson  Lorries  (1933)  Ltd.,  to  the 
Council’s  specification,  and  this  was  approved. 

There  are  now  approximately  70  unmade  private  streets  (excluding  back  passages)  within  the 
Urban  District :  — 


All  Saints’  Ward 
Central  Ward 

St.  Leonard’s  Ward  ... 
South  Ward  ... 


5  (1  approved — Bridge  Street). 

13  (1  scheme  prepared  but  not  approved — Dean 

Street). 

14 

22  (4  approved — Havelock  Terrace,  Bridge  Street, 

Teven  Street  and  Oakland  Street). 


West  Ward  .  16  (2  schemes  prepared  but  not  approved — Lourdes 

Avenue  and  Green  Drive). 

There  is  now  no  Ministry  restriction  on  the  numbers  or  cost  of  streets  to  be  made  up  unless 
the  Council  seeks  to  finance  the  work  by  a  loan. 
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3.  Public  Footpaths. 

After  numerous  complaints  of  cycling  on  public  footpaths,  the  appropriate  County  Byelaw  to 
prevent  this  was  applied  to  one  footpath.  A  second  footpath,  for  which  the  same  action  was  sought, 
was  refused  inclusion  in  the  Byelaw  schedule. 

Further  efforts  were  made  to  resolve  the  difficulties  concerning  certain  public  rights  of  way 
at  Walton  Summit. 


4.  Sewerage. 

Approval  was  given  to  the  Council’s  Main  Sewerage  Scheme,  tenders  were  invited  and  of  the 
6  tenders  received,  the  lowest  one,  amounting  to  a  little  over  £140,000  was  accepted. 

A  Resident  Engineer  was  appointed  and  the  Contractors  began  work  on  laying  the  new  sewers, 
in  November. 

Schemes  for  the  extension  of  sewers  to  enable  septic  tanks  to  be  dispensed  with  in  Hennel 
Lane  and  Cuerdale  Lane  were  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  for  approval. 

A  length  of  main  sewer  lying  beneath  certain  buildings  at  Lostock  Hall  Gas  Works  was 
diverted  by  'the  Gas  Board. 


5.  Sewage  Disposal. 

Further  improvements  were  made  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  main  items  being  the 
installation  of  an  automatic  pump  to  raise  the  sewage  from  Walton  Village  (which  should  ensure 
that  the  sewers  in  the  village  do  not  now  stand  surcharged  for  long  periods — except  in  times  of  heavy 
rain),  and  the  construction  of  a  flow  recorder. 

A  deputation  visited  the  Ministry  to  discuss  the  future  reconstruction  of  the  Works,  arising 
from  the  Inquiry  into  the  Sewerage  Scheme  and  referred  to  in  the  report  last  year.  Whilst  the 
Ministry  Officials  were  of  necessity  non-committal,  it  is  felt  that  if  the  works  is  re-designed  to  full 
inland  water  ”  treatment  standards,  approval  will  be  given  to  construct  only  the  primary  treat¬ 
ment  section  of  the  works  as  a  first  instalment,  the  full  scheme  to  be  completed  as  the  upstream 
pollution  of  the  rivers  Ribble  and  Darwen  is  reduced. 

Enquiries  were  made  into  the  possibilities  of  disposing  of  the  whole  of  the  Council’s  sewage, 
either  to  Preston  Corporation’s  sewers,  or  to  Preston,  Rural  District  Council’s  sewers.  These 
investigations  showed  that  the  capital  cost  of  disposal  to  Preston  would  be  very  high  with  a  con¬ 
tinuing  and  increasing  charge  for  reception  and  treatment,  and  disposal  to  Preston  R.D.C.  was 
impracticable.  The  Council  accordingly  instructed  its  Consulting  Engineers  to  proceed  with  the 
redesign  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Walton-le-Dale. 

Agreement  was  given  to  the  acceptance  of  a  very  small  quantity  of  trade  effluent  from  a  steam 
de-greasing  plant  at  Messrs.  Atkinson  Lorries  (1933)  Ltd. 

Informal  investigations  were  made  into  the  possibilities  of  receiving  the  effluent  from  Messrs. 
Gattys  dye-works.  This  effluent  at  present  is  discharged  into  the  River  Darwen  and  is  causing  some 
concern.  The  information  given  to  Messrs.  Gattys  as  a  result  of  the  investigations  should  enable 
them  to  decide  whether  to  instal  their  own  treatment  plant  discharging  to  the  River  Darwen,  or  to 
seek  the  Council’s  approval  to  discharge  the  effluent  to  a  public  sewer. 


6.  Housing. 

The  outstanding  contract  for  36  “  Bosworth  ”  Houses  on  Withy  Trees  Estate — a  contract 
started  by  the  former  Consultant  Architects — was  completed  and  all  the  houses  were  occupied. 

After  6  months  delay  following  the  closing  date  for  tenders  for  31  dwellings  on  Meanygate 
Estate,  the  Council  finally  accepted  the  tender  of  Gregory  Construction  (N.W.)  Ltd.,  and  construc¬ 
tion  was  commenced  within  one  month  of  acceptance. 

Tenders  were  accepted  for  16  houses  and  16  flats — all  “  Gregory  ”  types — on  Gregson  Lane 
Estate  and  construction  was  begun. 
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The  road  and  sewers  on  Gregson  Lane  were  approved  for  construction  by  direct  labour,  and 
work  was  begun. 

During  the  last  7  months  of  the  year,  the  weather  was  very  bad  and  building  and  civil 
engineering  work  on  all  sites  was  very  seriously  hindered. 

After  much  discussion  of  future  housing  sites,  the  Council  approved  4  additional  sites  totalling 
some  30  acres  and  application  for  planning  consent  was  made  for  each  of  them.  Consent  was  given 
to  Withy  Grove  site,  Bull  Run  Farm  site  and  The  Holme,  a  total  area  of  about  20  acres,  but  the 
application  for  Brown  Lane  site  was  withdrawn  pending  decisions  on  the  detail  siting,  etc.,  of  the 
proposed  Bye-pass  road.  Later,  owing  to  a  curious  and  at  present  unexplained  “  about-face  ”  in 
County  School  policy,  the  Withy  Grove  site  became  unworkable  in  its  present  drafted  layout  form, 
as  it  was  planned  around  a  School  site,  now  abandoned. 

On  several  occasions  Improvement  Grants  were  discussed,  but  no  policy  was  determined.  One 
application  was  refused  grant  aid. 

Twelve  lock-up  garages  were  approved  for  erection,  6  at  Ellen  Street  and  6  at  Meanygate  estate. 

7.  Flooding. 

Some  minor  flooding  occurred  on  20th  January  and  again  on  23 /24th  October,  various  low- 
lyin  g  roads  being  flooded  to  depths  up  to  12  inches. 

The  minor  flooding  in  January  was  followed  by  comparatively  serious  flooding  during  the 
night  20/ 21st  January.  Many  houses  in  Walton-le-Dale  were  flooded,  some  to  a  depth  of  about 
2'  6" ,  Victoria  Road  had  some  18"  depth  of  flood  water  at  the  lowest  point,  the  factories  around 
Winery  Lane  were  flooded  and  the  highly  productive  market  gardens  on  The  Flatts  were  flooded  ; 
the  private  bridge  leading  to  Mosney  Farm  was  washed  away  and  some  damage  done  to  Foundry 
Bridge  and  Higher  Walton  Foundry.  Several  private  roads  suffered  severe  damage. 

Following  the  flood,  the  Council  held  discussions  with  the  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  and  the 
Board’s  Engineer  produced  two  schemes  for  re-shaping  and  raising  the  banks  of  the  rivers  Ribble 
and  Darwen,  and  for  providing  a  small  pre-cast  flood  wall  along  Victoria  Road.  These  schemes 
were  finally  approved  and  work  was  commenced. 

Investigations  were  begun  with  the  object  of  preparing  schemes  to  eliminate  or  reduce  the  less 
serious,  but  more  frequent  flooding  of  various  roads.  Some  remedial  works  were  carried  out  at 
Higher  Walton  Road,  but  due  to  serious  shortage  of  staff  in  my  Department,  little  progress  was 
made  with  the  investigations. 

8.  Playing  Fields. 

Schemes  to  provide  further  amenities  for  children  at  King  Georges  Field,  Higher  Walton, 
and  Gregson  Lane  Playing  Field  were  approved  and  the  offers  of  grant  aid  from  the  National  Play¬ 
ing  Fields  Association  were  accepted. 

A  scheme  for  the  drainage,  levelling,  sowing,  etc.,  of  St.  Cuthbert’s  Road  Playing  Field  was 
prepared  and  approved  by  the  Council. 

A  site  of  approximately  9  acres  at  The  Plolme,  Bamber  Bridge,  was  acquired  for  playing 

fields. 


9.  Staff. 

The  year  under  review  was  the  first  full  year  since  the  resignation  of  the  Council's  Consulting 
Architects.  The  work  of  house  design  and  building  formerly  carried  out  by  the  Architects  became 
my  responsibility  and  added  considerable  further  burdens  to  the  Office  as  no  additional  staff  was  ■ 
authorised.  The  saving  to  the  Council  under  these  arrangements  is  well  over  £2,000  per  year. 

Due  to  resignations  in  my  Department  and  the  national  shortage  of  suitable  applicants  for 
appointments  at  the  minimum  salaries  offered,  my  office  had  3  months  without  a  Deputy  and  3 
months  with  a  vacancy  for  an  Assistant.  With  an  authorised  establishment  of  only  3  (including 
Deputy)  for  10  months  of  the  year  and  4  for  2  months  it  will  be  obvious  that  the  unfilled  appoint¬ 
ments  caused  serious  delays  and  difficulties  in  my  Department. 
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10.  Plans  and  Planning. 

During  the  year  212  applications  relating  to  217  permanent  buildings  and  71  temporary  build¬ 
ings  were  dealt  with  under  the  Council’s  Byelaws  and  156  applications  dealt  with  under  the  Town 
and  Country  Planning  Acts. 

New  Building  Byelaws,  based  on  the  Ministry  Model  Byelaws,  came  into  force  on  26th  April, 

1954. 

11.  Building  Licensing. 

Early  in  the  year  the  “  free  limits  ”  were  raised  to  enable  work  costing  up  to  £1,000  to 
dwelling  houses  and  up  to  £25,000  to  designated  buildings  to  be  carried  out  without  licences. 

In  April,  changes  were  made  in  licensing  procedure  for  house  building,  licences  for  houses 
under  1,500  sq.  ft.  and  over  2,500  sq.  ft.  being  issued  by  Government  departments  and  between 
1,500  and  2,500  sq.  ft.  by  the  Council. 

In  November  the  regulations  requiring  building  licences  to  be  obtained  were  cancelled. 

12.  Transport  and  Plant. 

In  July  the  15  years  old  Dodge  truck  was  scrapped  and  replaced  by  a  Fordson  Thames  truck. 
A  Fordson  5  cwt.  van  was  brought  into  service  for  use  by  the  Foreman  and  Building  Inspector/ 
'Clerk  of  Works. 

A  welcome  and  useful  addition  to  plant  was  the  Atlas  diesel  compressor  brought  into  use 
during  the  first  part  of  the  year. 

Mileage,  petrol  consumption,  etc.,  of  the  Department’s  vehicles  was  as  follows:  — 


Vehicle 

Miles 

Petrol 

Mis.  /  gall .  Remarks . 

Karrier  Bantam  50  cwt.  tipper  ... 

9635 

918 

10.5 

Dodge  50  cwt.  tipper  . 

7320 

810 

9  Scrapped  in  July. 

Thames  50  cwt.  tipper 

1648 

158 

10.4  2  months  use  only. 

Fordson  Van 

6167 

223 

27.7  6  months  only. 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

24770 

2109 

STANLEY  RACE, 

A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M.I.W.E., 


Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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WATER  ENGINEER’S  REPORT 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Water  Committee 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  thave  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  report  upon  the  work  of  the  water  undertaking, 
and  the  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1954. 


Supply  of  Water 

From  Manchester  and  Preston  Corporations. 


Area  of  Supply 

The  statutory  area  of  compulsory  supply  covers  the  area  of  Walton-le-Dale,  in  addition 
supplies  in  bulk  are  furnished  to  Chorley  Rural  District  Council,  in  the  Parish  of  Cuerden. 
Individual  supplies  by  meter  are  taken  by  consumers  in  the  Parishes  of  Hoghton  and  Brindje. 
Estimated  Population  Supplied  (Registrar  General's  figures,  1953) 


Walton-le  Dale  . . .  15,090 

Gregson  Lane,  Brindle  Parish  .  72 


15,162 


Quantity  of  Water  Supplied 

Taken  from  Manchester  at  both  meter  houses  ... 

Consumed  by  meters  en  route  to  Reservoirs  ... 

Total  Thirlmere  water  delivered  into  District  ... 

Water  taken  from  Preston  Corporation  . 

Total  Quantity  of  water  delivered  into  District 

Total  Quantity  of  water  consumed  by  meter  outside  district 


227,054,000  galls. 
3,913,000  galls. 


223, 141,000  galls. 
71,332,000  galls. 


294,473,000  galls. 
2,672,000  galls. 


Total  Quantity  of  water  retained  in  Reservoirs,  December 
3 1  st ,  195 4  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


291,801,000  galls. 
668,000  galls. 


Total  Quantity  consumed  by  meter  in  District 


291,133,000  galls. 
118,761,000  galls. 


Total  Quantity  supplied  for  all  purposes  r..., 

Total  Quantity  supplied  per  day  for  all  purposes 

Total  Quantity  supplied  per  day  per  head  for  all  purposes 

Total  Quantity  supplied  per  day  per  head  including  trade 


172,372,000  galls. 
474,989  galls. 
31.327  galls. 
57.410  galls. 


This  consumption  of  water  supplied  per  head  for  all  purposes  includes  water  used  for 
flushing  of  sewers  and  watermains,  water  used  for  building  purposes,  and  for  fire  fighting. 


Distribution 


During  the  year  the  following  lengths  of  Spun 
Sites,  and  to  business  premises  :  — 

6"  Spun  Iron  Water  Pipe 
4"  Spun  Iron  Water  Pipe 
3"  Spun  Iron  Water  Pipe 


Iron  Watermains  have  been  laid  on  Housing 

.  88  lineal  yards 

171  lineal  yards 
.  692  lineal  yards 


Total  yards  laid 


951  lineal  yards 
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Total  No.  of  connections  made  to  Distribution  Mains — 111 

The  usual  flushing  out  of  watermains,  and  cleansing  of  service  pipes  were  carried  out  during 
the  year. 

Water  Meters 

Meters  are  in  commission  throughout  the  District. 

Fire  Hydrants 

There  are  402  fire  hydrants  in  service  in  the  District. 

Waste  Detection 

During  the  year  the  usual  day  and  night  inspections  of  all  street  mains,  and  services  have 
been  carried  out. 

The  following  are  a  list  of  repairs  and  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  waste 
water  detection  staff. 

1,055  Inspections  of  houses  and  other  property. 

199  Cisterns  rewashered  free  of  charge. 

687  Taps  rewashered  free  of  charge. 

230  Burst  Services  dealt  with. 

6  Burst  mains  repaired. 

1,435  Consumers’  water  fittings  were  tested  and  approved  for  use  in  the  Council’s  area. 


Parts  per  million 
...  11—15 

...  5—10 

...  19—25 

. . .  7-0  to  7-5 


Quality  of  the  Water  Supplied 

(a)  Hardness  as  CaCo3 

Carbonate  or  temporary  hardness  ...  . 

Non-Carbonate  or  permanent  hardness  ... 

Total  hardness  . 

(b)  The  p.h.  value  of  the  water  supply  varies  from 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  examination :  - — 

1  Chemical  Examination. 

1  Bacteriological  Examination. 

In  each  of  these  examinations  the  supply  was  satisfactory. 

Conclusion 

My  thanks  are  due  firstly  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Water  Committee  for  their 
continued  confidence  in  the  management  of  the  undertaking.  Secondly  to  a  very  loyal  and  willing 
staff. 

I  am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  WHITTLE, 

A.R.S.I.,  A.M.P.L.E. 

Water  Engineer. 
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